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All  wheat  stocks  in  Montana  on  December  1,  1997  totaled  149.3  million  bushels,  up  18%  from  the  same 
quarter  last  year.  Stocks  stored  on  the  farm  accounted  for  126.0  million  bushels  of  the  total  with  the  remaining 

23.3  million  stored  off  farm.  All  spring  wheat  stocks,  at  100.9  million  bushels,  was  up  18%  from  last  year  and 
accounted  for  68%>  of  the  total.  Winter  wheat  stocks  were  estimated  at  48.4  million,  up  16%  from  last  year. 
Durum  wheat  stocks  were  estimated  at  5.6  million  bushels,  down  2%  from  last  year.  Barley  stocks  in  all 
positions  on  December  1,  1997  were  up  10%)  from  last  year  and  were  set  at  36.3  million  bushels.  Oat  stocks  on 
December  1 ,  1997  were  up  36%  from  a  year  ago  and  were  estimated  at  3.47  million  bushels. 

Nationally,  all  wheat  stocks  in  all  positions  on  December  1,  1997  total  1.61  billion  bushels,  up  32 
percent  from  a  year  ago.  On  farm  stocks  are  604  million  bushels,  up  3  percent  from  last  December.  Stocks  off 
farm,  at  1.01  billion  bushels,  are  up  59  percent  from  last  year.  The  indicated  second  quarter  disappearance  of 
461  million  bushels  is  down  9  percent  from  September-November,  1996. 

U.S.  durum  wheat  in  all  storage  positions  on  December  1,  1997  was  placed  at  67.3  million  bushels, 
lovm  22  percent  from  last  December  1 .  The  decrease  is  due  to  a  much  lower  on-farm  stocks  total  than  last  year. 
Off-farm  stocks  are  up  51  percent.  The  apparent  disappearance  for  the  period  September-November,  1997  was 

20.4  million  bushels. 

Barley  stocks  in  all  positions  on  December  1,  1997  totaled  245  million  bushels,  down  1  percent  from  a 
year  ago.  Of  the  total  barley  stocks  on  hand,  136  million  bushels  were  stored  on  farms,  1  percent  below  a  year 
ago.  December  1,  1997  off-farm  stocks,  at  109  million  bushels,  were  1  percent  below  last  year.  Indicated 
disappearance  during  the  September-November  quarter  totaled  83  million  bushels,  22  percent  above  the  same 
period  a  year  earlier. 

Oats  stored  in  all  positions  on  December  1,  1997  is  estimated  at  144  million  bushels,  up  14  percent  from 
the  stocks  December  1,  1996.  Of  the  total  stocks  on  hand,  83.4  million  bushels  were  stored  on  farm,  3  percent 
above  a  year  ago.  Off-farm  stocks  totaled  60.8  million  bushels,  34  percent  above  a  last  year.  Indicated 
disappearance  during  the  September-November  quarter  totaled  12.8  million  bushels,  compare  to  6.2  million 
bushels  for  the  same  period  in  1996. 


Peggy  Stringer 
January  13,  1998 
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Low  moisture  conditions  last  fall  caused  Montana  winter  wheat  producers  to  seed  the  smallest  winter 
wheat  crop  since  1941 .  Winter  wheat  seedings  totaled  1 .4  million  acres  down  12  percent  from  last 
year's  1.6  million  and  100,000  acres  below  1995  when  similar  conditions  existed.  There  have  been 
concerns  about  the  lack  of  snow  cover  this  winter,  as  of  December  3 1  eighty-seven  percent  of  the 
seeded  acreage  had  poor  to  very  poor  coverage. 

Nationally,  winter  wheat  planted  area  for  1998  harvest  is  estimated  at  46.6  million  acres.  This  is 
down  4  percent  from  last  year  to  the  lowest  level  since  1 973.  Planting  got  underway  last  August  in 
the  Pacific  Northwest  and  several  Mountain  States.  Progress  moved  forward  at  widely  varying  paces 
throughout  the  fall  and  should  finish  sometime  next  month  in  California.  About  98  percent  of  the 
U.S.  acreage  was  seeded  by  December  1. 

Hard  Red  Winter  (HRW)  wheat  seeded  area  is  estimated  at  32.5  million  acres,  down  5  percent  from 
last  year.  Virtually  all  HRW  states  have  planted  less  wheat.  Oklahoma  is  the  notable  exception, 
unchanged  from  last  season.  In  the  rest  of  the  Great  Plains  through  Montana  the  declines  total  nearly 
1 .7  million  acres.  Emergence  is  spotty  and  lack  of  snow  cover  is  raising  fears  of  winterkill.  Nebraska 
farmers  have  apparently  planted  the  smallest  crop  in  the  state's  history  this  fall.  Wetness  delayed 
Texas  seeding;  emergence  and  growth  have  been  slow.  Heavy  winterkill  the  last  two  years  has 
prompted  some  South  Dakota  growers  to  make  other  plans  this  year.  What  did  get  in  is  rated  in  good 
to  excellent  condition,  but  lack  of  snow  cover  is  a  concern.  Colorado's  crop  entered  dormancy  in 
good  condition.  The  Wyoming  crop  has  felt  minimal  freeze  and  wind  damage  but  snow  cover  is 
needed. 


Peggy  Stringer 
January  13,  1998 
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Montana  producers  harvested  14,000  acres  of  com  for  grain  in  1997.  down  1,000  acres  from 
last  year.  The  average  yield  was  135  bushels  per  acre,  down  2  bushels  from  last  year's  record. 
Production  decreased  8  percent  from  1996  to  1.89  million  bushels.  Corn  for  silage  acreage  was 
estimated  at  45,000  acres,  up  6,000  acres  from  1996.  Yields  averaged  21  tons  per  acre,  the  same  as 
a  year  ago. 

U.S.  Com  for  grain  production  was  estimated  at  9.37  billion  bushels,  up  less  than  1  percent 
from  the  1996  crop  and  virtually  unchanged  from  the  November  1  forecast.  The  1997  production 
level  ranks  third  behind  1994  and  1992,  respectively.  The  U.S.  yield  of  127.0  bushels  per  acre  was 
virtually  the  same  as  the  127.1  bushel  yield  of  a  year  earlier. 

Sugar  beet  producers  in  Montana  harvested  an  estimated  58,300  acres  this  year,  up  800  acres 
from  a  year  ago.  Yields  decreased  1.6  tons  from  last  year  to  average  21.0  tons  per  acre.  Total 
production  was  estimated  at  1.2  million  tons,  down  8  percent  from  the  previous  year. 

U.S.  production  of  sugar  beets  is  expected  to  total  29.9  million  tons  in  1997,  an  increase  of 
12  percent  from  1 996  but  a  decrease  of  less  than  1  percent  from  November.  Area  for  harvest,  at  1 .43 
million  acres,  is  up  8  percent  from  last  year  but  down  fractionally  from  November.  The  average 
yield,  at  20.9  tons  per  acre,  is  up  0.7  ton  from  1996  but  down  0.1  tons  from  November. 

Montana  dry  bean  growers  produced  an  estimated  257,000  cwt.  in  1997,  up  22,000  cwt.  from 
1996.  Growers  harvested  1 1 ,700  acres  with  a  yield  of  22.0  cwt.  per  acre  compared  with  last  year's 
10,300  acres  harvested  with  a  yield  of  22.8  cwt.  per  acre. 

U.S.  production  of  dry  edible  beans  is  estimated  at  29.2  million  cwt  for  1997,  4  percent  above 
1996  but  5  percent  below  two  years  ago.  Area  for  harvest  is  estimated  at  1 .72  million  acres,  down 
2  percent  from  1996  and  9  percent  below  1995.  The  average  yield,  at  1,695  pounds  per  acre,  rose 
100  pounds  from  1996  and  was  the  second  highest  yield  on  record.  The  record  high  yield  of  1,764 
pounds  was  set  in  1991. 

Fall  potato  production  in  Montana  totaled  3.33  million  cwt.,  up  4  percent  from  last  year. 
Producers  harvested  10,400  acres  compared  with  10,200  in  1996.  Yields  increased  5  cwt.  per  acre 
from  a  year  ago  to  320  cwt. 

U.S.  Production  of  fall  potatoes  in  1997  is  estimated  at  417  million  cwt,  down  8  percent  from 
last  year  but  3  percent  above  two  years  ago.  Area  harvested,  at  1 .16  million  acres,  is  off  7  percent 
from  last  year  and  4  percent  short  of  1995.  The  average  yield  is  estimated  at  360  cwt  per  acre,  down 
4  cwt  from  last  year  but  26  cwt  above  two  years  ago. 

All  hay  harvested  in  Montana  was  the  same  as  last  year  at  2.6  million  acres.  All  hay 
production  was  5.48  million  tons,  up  1 1  percent  or  560,000  tons  from  a  year  ago.  Alfalfa  hay 
harvested  acreage  was  1.65  million  acres,  down  50,000  acres  from  last  season  .  The  average  yield 
was  2.4  tons  per  acre  compared  with  2.1  tons  per  acre  in  1996.  Other  hay  harvested  acreage  was 
950,000  acres  and  the  average  yield  was  1 .6  tons  per  acre,  0. 1  ton  above  last  year. 

U.S.  all  hay  production  for  1997  was  estimated  at  152  million  tons,  down  sightly  from  the 
October  1  forecast  but  2  percent  above  the  revised  1996  total.  U.S.  alfalfa  hay  production  in  1997 
totaled  79.2  million  tons,  up  1  percent  from  the  October  1  forecast  and  essentially  unchanged  from 
the  revised  1996  total.  Declines  in  harvested  acreage  from  the  previous  year  were  offset  by  higher 
yields  in  1997.  All  other  hay  production  in  the  U.S.  in  1997  totaled  72.9  million  tons,  down  1  percent 
from  the  October  1  forecast  but  up  4  percent  from  the  revised  1996  total.  An  increase  in  both 
harvested  acreage  and  average  yields  lead  to  the  increased  production. 

Montana  hay  stocks  were  estimated  at  5.04  million  tons  on  December  1,  up  8  percent  from 
last  year.  Warmer  temperatures  and  less  snow  led  to  reduced  feeding  of  hay  to  livestock.  Stocks 
of  all  hay  on  farms  in  the  U.S.  on  December  1,  1997  totaled  103  million  tons,  2  percent  below  the 
stocks  on  farms  December  1,  1996. 

Montana  hay  growers  seeded  an  estimated  150,000  acres  of  alfalfa  during  1997.  New 
seedings  include  those  mixed  with  a  nurse  crop,  other  forage,  or  direct  seedings.  At  the  U.S.  level, 
3.74  million  acres  of  alfalfa  was  newly  seeded  in  1997. 


Peggy  Stringer 
January  13,  1998 
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1997  MONTANA  RED  MEAT  PRODUCTION  DOWN         

Montana  slaughter  plants  produced  15.3  million  pounds,  dressed  weight,  of  red  meat  during  1997, 
compared  with  18.1  million  pounds  in  1996.  There  were  17,900  cattle  slaughtered  during  1997,  down  14 
percent  from  the  previous  year.  The  total  live  weight  of  20.2  million  pounds  was  down  16  percent  from  a  year 
earlier.  The  average  live  weight  was  down  39  pounds  to  1,126  pounds. 

There  were  20,100  hogs  slaughtered  in  Montana,  a  decrease  of  2,400  head  from  1996.  Total  live  weight 
of  4.4  million  pounds  was  down  13  percent  from  1996.  The  average  live  weight  was  220  pounds  per  head 
compared  with  227  the  previous  year.  Sheep  slaughter  amounted  to  2,800  head,  a  decrease  of  100  head  from  a 
year  earlier.  The  average  live  weight  of  124  pounds  was  9  pounds  higher  than  the  previous  year.  Total  live 
weight  of  all  sheep  and  lambs  slaughtered  in  1997  increased  14,000  pounds  from  1996  to  346,000  pounds. 

The  number  of  Montana  federally  inspected  slaughter  plants  on  January  1,  1998  was  14,  down  1  from 
1997.  There  were  34  non-federally  inspected  plants  on  January  1,  1998,  down  2  from  the  same  date  a  year  ago. 

Red  meat  production  in  commercial  plants  and  on  farms  for  the  United  States  during  1997  totaled  43.4 
billion  pounds,  just  above  last  year's  figure  and  1  percent  below  the  record  high  set  in  1995.  Production 
included  beef,  veal,  pork,  and  lamb  and  mutton  slaughtered  in  commercial  plants  and  on  farms.  Red  meat 
production  in  commercial  plants  totaled  43.2  billion  pounds.  Lamb  and  mutton  production  was  down  3  percent 
from  the  previous  record  low  set  in  1996.  Beef  production,  at  25.5  billion  pounds,  was  just  below  last  year's 
figure.  Veal  production  was  down  12  percent  at  333  million  pounds.  Pork  production  rose  1  percent  to  17.3 
billion  pounds,  while  lamb  and  mutton  production  fell  3  percent  to  260  million  pounds. 

Commercial  cattle  slaughter  during  1997  totaled  36.3  million  head,  down  1  percent  from  1996,  with 
federal  inspection  comprising  97.9  percent  of  the  total.  The  average  live  weight  was  1 173  pounds,  up  4  pounds 
from  last  year.  Steers  comprised  48.3  percent  of  the  total  federally  inspected  slaughter,  heifers  3 1 .7  percent, 
dairy  cows  8.2  percent,  other  cows  9.8  percent,  and  bulls  1.9  percent.  Commercial  calf  slaughter  totaled  1.58 
million  head,  down  1 1  percent  from  a  year  ago  with  97.4  percent  under  federal  inspection.  The  average  live 
weight  was  338  pounds,  down  5  pounds  from  a  year  ago. 

Commercial  hog  slaughter  totaled  92.0  million  head,  down  slightly  from  a  year  earlier,  with  98.1  percent 
under  federal  inspection.  The  average  live  weight  rose  2  pounds  from  the  previous  year  to  256  pounds. 
Barrows  and  gilts  comprised  96.0  percent  of  the  total  federally  inspected  total.  Commercial  sheep  and  lamb 
slaughter,  at  3.91  million  head,  was  down  7  percent  from  1996  with  96.5  percent  comprised  by  federal 
inspection.  The  average  live  weight  rose  5  pounds  from  1996  to  133  pounds. 

There  were  966  slaughtering  plants  under  federal  inspection  included  in  this  report  compared  with  954 
last  year.  Of  these,  822  slaughtered  at  least  one  head  of  cattle  and  14  slaughtered  50  percent  of  the  total  head. 
There  were  770  plants  that  slaughtered  hogs,  with  10  accounting  for  over  40  percent  of  the  total.  Likewise,  1 1 
of  the  355  plants  that  slaughtered  calves  accounted  for  over  50  percent  of  the  total  and  3  of  the  571  plants  that 
slaughtered  sheep  or  lambs  in  1997  comprised  50  percent  of  the  total  head. 

Peggy  Stringer 
March  10,  1998 
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FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CONTACT:  Peggy  Stringer  or  Carmen  Pennington,  1-800-835-2612 
FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  March  17,  1998 

The  Januar}'  1,  1998  Montana  farm  real  estate  values,  including  land  and  buildings,  were  estimated  at 
$320  per  acre,  according  to  the  Montana  Agricultural  Statistics  Service.  This  is  a  5  percent  increase  over  the 
previous  year's  value  of  $305  per  acre.  In  the  last  10  years  the  average  Montana  farm  real  estate  value  has 
grown  from  $200  to  $320  per  acre,  an  increase  of  60  percent. 

The  January  1,  1998  U.S.  farm  real  estate  value,  including  land  and  buildings,  reached  a  new  record  high 
of  $1,000  per  acre.  For  the  second  straight  year  farm  real  estate  value  rose  6  percent,  continuing  the  climb  that 
began  in  1987.  Since  1987  the  average  U.S.  farm  real  estate  value  has  grown  from  $599  to  $1,000  per  acre,  an 
increase  of  67  percent. 

Regional  increases  in  the  values  of  farm  real  estate  during  1997  ranged  from  3  to  9  percent.  The 
Northeast  region  with  its  urban  influences  had  the  highest  average  value  of  land  and  buildings,  at  $2,676  per 
acre,  up  3  percent  over  the  previous  year.  The  Com  Belt,  at  $1,869  per  acre,  showed  the  largest  percentage  gain 
at  9  percent  from  1997  and  surpassed  the  prior  all  time  high  of  $1,776  for  the  region  set  back  in  1981.  The  Lake 
egion  also  exceeded  its  previous  high  of  $1,243  set  back  in  1981  with  a  new  high  of  $1,288  per  acre.  The 
Southeast  and  Northeast  regions  showed  the  lowest  increase  at  3  percent  each,  while  the  remaining  regions  rose 
4  to  8  percent.  All  states  showed  increases  from  the  previous  year  except  for  Vermont  and  New  York  which 
remained  steady. 

Since  1990,  the  Com  Belt  and  Mountain  regions  have  shown  the  largest  real  estate  value  gains  at  68  and 
59  percent,  respectively.  The"  Southern  Plains,  at  27  percent,  had  the  least  amount  of  gain  during  the  decade. 
However,  the  1998  Southern  Plains  $640  per  acre  is  at  the  second  highest  level  behind  the  $675  per  acre  set  in 
1985. 
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Are  You  in  Agriculture?  Make  Sure  Your  Farm  Is  Counted        "^    s                                       ^   »  W-    ^     "^"^ 
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FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CONTACT:  Peggy  Stringer,  1-800-835-2612 
For  immediate  release:  March  13,  1998 

USDA's  Montana  Agricultural  Statistics  Service  has  been  conducting  the  1997  Census  of  Agriculture 
for  Montana  since  January  2nd  and  is  asking  farmers  and  ranchers:  "WILL  YOU  BE  COUNTED?" 

If  you  were  involved  in  agricultural  operations  in  1997,  then  you  should  have  already  received  a  1997 
Census  of  Agriculture  report  form.  According  to  Peggy  Stringer,  State  Statistician  for  Montana  Agricultural 
Statistics  Service,  "agriculture  census  report  forms  have  been  mailed  to  all  known  agriculture  operations,  yet 
some  may  have  been  missed." 

It  is  important  to  you  that  the  1997  Census  of  Agriculture  is  complete  and  accurate.  Farm  organizations; 
local,  state,  and  federal  policy  makers;  farm  suppliers;  and  many  others  use  this  information  to  make  decisions. 
They  all  are  depending  on  complete  and  accurate  data,  which  will  lead  them  to  better  decision  making  that 
affects  you  and  your  neighbors. 

If  you  can  answer  yes  to  any  of  the  following  questions,  you  should  have  received  a  1997  Census  of 
Agriculture  report  form.  If  you  did  not,  please  call  1-888-4AG-STAT  or  1-888-424-7828  and  a  census  form 
will  be  sent  to  you. 

•  Did  you  have  day-to-day  control  of  an  agricultural  operation  from  which  agricultural  products 
were  sold  in  1 997? 

•  Did  you  grow  any  crops  including  hay? 

•  Did  you  raise  any  livestock  including  horses,  game  animals,  poultry,  buffalo? 

•  Did  you  own  or  rent  land  and  operate  this  land  for  agricultural  purposes  in  1997? 

If  you  answered  yes  to  any  of  the  questions  above,  make  sure  you  are  counted. 

MAKE  IT  KNOWN   -AMERICA  COUNTS  ON  AGRICULTURE! 

-END- 
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Farmers  and  Ranchers  Reminded  to  Participate  in  the  Nation's  25th  Census  of  Agriculture 
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Your  agriculture  census  report  form  wouldn't  be  hiding,  would  it?  If  so,  USDA's  Montana  Agricultural 
Statistics  Service  urges  farmers  and  ranchers  to  complete  and  return  their  forms.  The  Nation's  agricultural 
community  has  a  stake  in  this  Census  of  Agriculture. 

Although  the  February  2  deadline  has  passed,  and  most  farmers  and  ranchers  have  sent  in  their  forms, 
"we  are  tr)'ing  to  reach  those  who  may  have  set  theirs  aside,  "  says  Peggy  Stringer,  Montana's  State  Statistician. 

Peggy  points  out  that  an  accurate  report  of  the  farm  operations  in  Montana  will  help  put  together  a 
complete  picture  of  the  Nation's  agriculture.  All  farms  in  the  nearly  3,100  counties  across  the  Nation  must 
report  by  law.    Snapshots  of  U.S.  agriculture,  dating  back  to  1840,  are  a  valuable  resource  to  farmers,  farm 
organizations,  agribusinesses,  farm  magazines,  and  officials  at  all  levels  of  government.  Here  are  some 
examples  on  how  the  reported  data  is  used: 

^  •  To  examine  long-term  trends. 

•  To  allocate  funds  for  national  farm  programs. 

•  To  help  agribusiness  develop  sales  territories  and  marketing  plans  for  commodities  such  as: 
fertilizer,  seed,  and  equipment. 

•  To  help  State  and  Federal  government  agencies  evaluate  effects  of  changes  in  farm  legislation. 

•  To  assess  patterns  in  water  use  and  irrigation  to  determine  resource  and  management  needs. 

•  To  help  allocate  Cooperative  Extension  resources  and  research  activities. 

Results  from  the  1997  Census  of  Agriculture  will  be  published  in  1999.  They  will  be  available  through 
your  local  NASS  State  office,  on  the  Internet,  from  many  Land  Grant  universities,  and  libraries.  Individual 
reports  are  confidential  in  accordance  with  Tittle  7,  U.S.  Code. 

MAKE  IT  KNOWN— AMERICA  COUNTS  ON  AGRICULTURE! 

-END- 
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1997  Montana  Sheep  and  Lamb  Losses  Totaled  $6  million 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CONTACT:  Peggy  Stringer,  1-800-835-2612 
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Montana  sheep  &  lamb  producers  lost  85,000  animals  tciweatiier,  predators,  disease  ml  8thd"r"causeV 
during  1997,  representing  a  total  value  of  $6.0  million,  according  to  a  survey  conducted  by  the  Montana 
Agricultural  Statistics  Service.  The  total  number  of  sheep  and  lambs  lost  increased  2  percent  from  1 996  and  the 
total  value  of  inventory  lost  in  1997  rose  12  percent.  High  market  prices  in  1997  increased  the  value  of  sheep 
and  lambs.  The  increase  in  sheep  and  lamb  losses  is  due  partly  to  severe  spring  snow  storms  that  hit  the  eastern 
part  of  the  state.  To  measure  the  impact  of  the  sheep  and  lamb  losses  the  January  1,  1997  inventory  is  added  to 
the  number  of  lambs  bom  during  1997.  The  total  is  812,000  head,  down  7  percent  from  the  same  numbers  a 
year  earlier.  Sheep  and  lamb  death  losses  represented  10.1  percent  of  the  January  1,  1997  inventory  plus  the 
lambs  bom  during  1997  —  a  slightly  higher  death  loss  percentage  than  the  previous  year. 

Predators  caused  an  estimated  $1.8  million  in  losses  in  1997  down  from  $1.9  million  in  1996.    Losses 
due  to  predators  amounted  to  3.2  percent  of  the  January  1  inventory  and  lambs  bom  and  32  percent  of  all  sheep 
and  lamb  deaths.  Coyotes  remained  the  largest  predator  for  both  sheep  and  lambs.  Coyotes  accounted  for  74 
percent  of  the  predator  losses  and  23  percent  of  all  death  losses  in  the  state.  The  value  of  losses  attributed  to 
coyotes  was  $1.3  million,  compared  with  1.4  million  last  year.  The  number  of  sheep  and  lambs  lost  to  all 
predators  totaled  27,000  head,  down  4,200  head  from  last  year.    Lamb  losses  by  all  predators  amounted  to 
22,400  head,  down  15  percent  from  last  year.  The  number  of  sheep  lost  to  all  predators  totaled  4,600,  down  400 
head  from  a  year  ago. 

The  total  value  of  non-predatory  losses  was  $3.6  million  in  1997  compared  with  $2.6  million  the 
previous  year.  Non-predatory  losses  accounted  for  58  percent  of  all  losses,  compared  with  47  percent  in  1996. 
The  largest  non-predatory  cause  of  losses  was  weather  conditions  at  26,200  head.    Some  producers  commented 
that  they  lost  a  large  portion  of  their  flocks  in  April  stomis.  Sheep  losses  to  non-predatory  factors  totaled 
17,800,  51  percent  higher  than  1996.  Non-predatory  lamb  losses  came  in  at  31,300  head,  14  percent  higher 
than  a  year  ago. 

Fewer  producers  reported  sheep  and  lambs  lost  to  unknown  causes  this  past  year.  This  resulted  in  the 
number  of  sheep  and  lambs  lost  to  unknown  causes  to  decrease  29  percent  from  last  year.  Lambs  lost  to 
unknown  causes  totaled  6,300  head,  2,100  head  lower  than  1996.  Unknovm  causes  claimed  2,600  sheep,  1,600 
less  head  than  last  year.  The  value  of  sheep  and  lambs  lost  to  unknown  causes  decreased  $.3  million  to  $.6 
million. 

Of  the  livestock  producers  surveyed,  26  percent  reported  receiving  assistance  from  a  government  trapper 
during  1997.  Producers  reported  that  61.9  percent  used  some  forms  of  non-lethal  predator  control  practices. 
Guard  animals  were  the  most  popular  practice  reported.  The  survey  found  that  70.8  percent  of  these  producers 
used  guard  animals  and  82.6  percent  of  them  reported  the  guard  animals  as  very  effective. 

Montana  Wool  Growers  Association  provided  funding  for  the  1997  sheep  and  lamb  loss  survey. 
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FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  March  30,  1998 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CALL:  Steve  Sakry  or  Curt  Lund  at  I-800-835-26I2 


The  Montana  winter  wheat  average  price  decreased  9  cents  from  Januar>'  1998  to  $3.26 
per  bushel,  durum  wheat  was  down  23  cents  to  $5.08  per  bushel,  and  spring  wheat  decreased  9 
cents  to  $3.41  per  bushel.  Feed  barley  is  down  7  cents  per  bushel  to  $2.07,  but  malt  barley 
increased  7  cents  to  $3.02  per  bushel.  The  all  wheat  price  for  mid-March  averaged  $3.53  per 
bushel  and  the  all  barley  price  for  mid-March  was  $2.54.  The  price  for  alfalfa  hay  in  March,  was 
$71.00  per  ton,  down  $3.00  from  last  month.  The  March  other  hay  price  of  $63.00  also  dropped 
$3.00  from  February. 

Livestock  prices  for  the  ftill  month  of  February  were  mixed.  Steer  and  heifer  prices 
decreased  $L70  to  $79.80  per  cwt.  Cows  increased  $2.00  to  $37.30  and  the  average  price  for 
calves  fell  $1.50  to  $89.60  per  cwt.  Sheep  prices  increased  90  cents  to  $39.90  per  cwt  but, 
lambs  decreased  $10.70  to  $77.10  per  cwt.  Milk  prices  increased  10  cents  from  last  month  to 
$14.40  per  cv\t.  Steer  and  heifer  prices  for  mid-March  averaged  $78.70  per  cwt. 

Nationally,  the  all  wheat  price  for  February  averaged  $3.27  per  bushel,  down  6  cents  from 
January.  The  all  barley  price  averaged  $2.39  per  bushel,  down  2  cents.  Steer  and  heifer  prices 
were  down  $2.80  to  $63.30  per  cwl.  Cow  prices  were  $36.00  and  hog  prices  were  $35.70  per 
c\\1.  Egg  prices  were  64.7  cents  per  dozen. 

The  All  Farm  Products  Index  of  Prices  Received  in  March  was  103  based  on 
1990-92=100,  up  2  points  (2.0  percent)  from  February.  Price  increases  from  February  for 
oranges,  onions,  lettuce,  and  cattle  more  than  offset  price  decreases  for  tomatoes,  strawberries, 
milk,  and  soybeans.  The  seasonal  changes  in  the  mix  of  commodities  farmers  sell  also  affect  the 
overall  index  level.  Higher  seasonal  marketings  of  tomatoes,  soybeans,  asparagus,  and  broilers 
more  than  offset  the  relatively  lower  marketings  of  cattle,  cotton,  corn,  and  oranges.  These 
changes  contributed  one  point  of  the  two  point  increase  in  the  overall  index. 

Compared  with  March  1997,  the  All  Farm  Products  Index  was  5  points  (4.6  percent) 
lower.  Price  decreases  from  March  1997  for  hogs,  soybeans,  cattle,  and  corn  more  than  offset 
price  increases  for  milk,  onions,  cauliflower,  and  calves. 
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FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  March  31,  1998  ^ 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CONTACT:  Bill  Meyer  or  Peggy  Stringer  at  1-800-835-2612. 

Montana  spring  wheat  producers  expect  to  seed  3.9  million  acres,  if  expectations  hold  this  would  be 
down  10  percent  from  last  year,  but  would  still  be  the  fourth  largest  seeding  on  record.  Lower  prices  and  lack  of 
moisture  are  holding  producers  back  from  seeding  as  many  acres  as  the  last  couple  of  years.  Winter  wheat 
seedings  remained  unchanged  from  December  at  1.4  million  acres,  down  200,000  from  last  year  and  the 
smallest  plantings  since  1941.  Better  prices  are  expected  to  cause  durum  wheat  acreage  to  increase  to  450,000 
acres.  If  realized,  this  would  be  up  55  percent  from  last  year  and  the  largest  durum  wheat  acreage  seeded  since 

1981.  Adding  the  winter  wheat  that  has  been  seeded  with  other  spring  wheat  and  durum  intentions  would  total 
5.75  million  acres  of  all  wheat  planted,  down  8  percent  from  1997's  crop.  Barley  intentions  are  estimated  at  1 .4 
million  acres,  up  8  percent  from  last  year,  but  intended  oat  acreage  is  estimated  at  140,000  acres,  unchanged 
from  1997.  Corn  intentions  are  estimated  at  60,000  acres  unchanged  from  last  year.  Sugar  beet  acreage  is 
estimated  at  63,200  acres,  up  6  percent  from  1997.  Dry  bean  intentions  are  down  18  percent  at  10,000  acres. 
An  estimated  2.4  million  acres  of  hay  are  to  harvested,  down  8  percent  from  1997. 

At  the  U.S.  level,  winter  wheat  seeded  area  for  this  year  remains  at  46.6  million  acres,  down  4  percent 
from  1997.  Of  the  total,  about  32.6  million  acres  are  hard  red  winter,  10.0  are  soft  red  and  4.0  are  white  winter. 
Several  states  ranging  from  Arkansas  to  South  Carolina  did  not  get  all  of  the  previously  intended  winter  wheat 
in  because  of  wet  weather,  a  few  soft  red  states  got  a  little  more  planted  than  originally  expected.  Durum 
wheat  seeded  area  for  1998  should  total  4.08  million  acres,  up  25  percent  from  1997  to  the  highest  level  since 

1982.  Favorable  prices  relative  to  other  spring  wheat  have  pushed  acreage  expectations  in  both  North  Dakota 
and  Montana.  Other  spring  wheat  producers  plan  to  seed  16.3  million  acres  this  year,  down  16  percent  from 
last  year's  high  level  and  at  the  lowest  total  since  1988.  About  15.4  million  of  the  prospective  acres  are  hard  red 
spring  and  white  spring  would  be  about  910,000  acres.  Scab  has  plagued  Mirmesota  fields  five  of  the  last  six 
years.  With  the  low  prices  growers  are  turning  to  other  crops.  North  Dakota's  acreage  is  down  dramatically 
from  last  year.  Downward  price  pressure  has  all  but  removed  spring  wheat  from  the  Red  River  Valley.  The 
1997  South  Dakota  hard  red  spring  acreage  included  more  than  200,000  acres  of  abandoned  winter  wheat 
seeded  to  spring;  this  year's  intentions  are  in  the  low-normal  acreage  range. 

U.S.  barley  growers  intend  to  seed  6.78  million  acres  for  1998,  down  2  percent  from  the  6.91  million 
acres  seeded  a  year  ago.  Barley  growers  in  Minnesota  and  North  Dakota  who  have  in  recent  years  suffered  with 
scab  disease  problem  are  decreasing  seedings  by  120,000  and  100,000  acres  respectively. 

Oats  acreage  seeded  and  to  be  seeded  by  U.S.  farmers  for  the  1 998  crop  year  is  expected  to  total  5.15 
million  acres,  down  fractionally  from  last  year's  final  seeded  acres.  If  producers  meet  their  expectations, 
acreage  seeded  would  be  the  second  lowest  recorded  since  1866,  exceeding  only  the  1996  acreage  of  4.66 
million  acres.  Growers  expect  to  harvest  3.06  million  acres  for  grain  in  1998,  up  5  percent  from  1997.  If 
intentions  are  realized,  this  would  be  the  fourth  smallest  acreage  harvested  for  grain  on  record. 

U.S.  dry  bean  farmers  intend  to  plant  1.94  million  acres  of  dry  beans  in  1998,  up  5  percent  from  both 
last  year  and  two  years  ago.  Growers  in  North  Dakota  and  Minnesota  are  planning  for  substantially  more  acres 
of  dry  beans  than  last  year. 

Area  planted  to  sugar  beets  nationwide  is  expected  to  total  1 .5  million  acres  in  the  12  producing  states. 
If  growers'  intentions  are  realized,  planted  acreage  will  be  2.6  percent  above  last  year.  Acreage  has  been 
increasing  steadily  in  North  Dakota  and  Minnesota  in  recent  years  and  growers  in  both  states  will  set  new 
records  for  planted  acres  if  intentions  are  met. 

U.S.  corn  growers  intend  to  plant  80.8  million  acres  of  corn  for  all  purposes  in  1998,  up  1  percent  from 
last  year  and  2  percent  from  1996.  If  these  intentions  materialize,  this  would  be  the  largest  planted  acreage 
since  1985. 


All  hay  producers  expect  to  harvest  60.7  million  acres  of  hay  in  1998,  compared  with  60.8  million  acres 


in  1997. 
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FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  March  31,  1998 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CONTACT:  Bill  Meyer  or  Peggy  Stringer  at  1-800-835-2612. 

AH  wheat  stocks  in  Montana  on  March  1,  1998  are  estimated  at  104  million  bushels,  up  32  percent  from 
a  year  ago.  Of  the  total,  85  million  are  stored  on  famis  while  19  million  are  stored  off  farms.  Disappearance 
totaled  45.3  million  bushels  from  December  1,  down  6  percent  from  the  same  period  last  year.  Winter  wheat 
stoclvs  totaled  30.4  million  bushels  and  all  spring  wheat  stocks  totaled  73.6  million  bushels,  up  31  and  33 
percent,  respectively.  Barley  stocks  are  estimated  at  20.6  million  bushels,  up  23  percent  from  a  year  ago. 
Barley  disappearance  was  15.7  million  bushels  from  December  1  compared  with  16.2  million  bushels  during  the 
same  period  a  year  ago.  Oat  stocks  are  down  10  percent  from  last  year  and  estimated  at  1.75  million  bushels. 

U.S.  all  wheat  stocks  on  March  1,  1998  are  estimated  at  1.17  billion  bushels,  in  all  positions,  up  42 
percent  from  March  1,  1997.  Stocks  on  farms  are  400  million  bushels,  up  25  percent  from  last  March.  Off-farm 
stocks,  at  766  million,  are  up  53  percent.  Disappearance  for  the  quarter  ending  March  1  is  453  million  bushels, 
up  14  percent  from  the  same  period  a  year  ago.  Durum  wheat  in  all  storage  positions  on  March  1,  1998  totaled 
42.5  million  bushels,  down  23  percent  from  last  March  1 .  On-farm  stocks  are  22.0  million  bushels,  a  third  less 
than  last  year.  The  apparent  third  quarter  disappearance  is  24.8  million  bushels. 

U.S.  barley  stocks  in  all  positions  on  March  1,  1998  totaled  177  million  bushels,  up  2  percent  from  a 
year  ago.  Of  the  total  barley  stocks  on  hand,  79  million  bushels  were  stored  on  farms,  4  percent  below  a  year 
ago.  March  1,  1998  off-farm  stocks,  at  98  million  bushels,  were  8  percent  above  last  year.  Indicated 
disappearance  during  the  December-February  quarter  totaled  68  million  bushels,  10  percent  below  the  same 
period  a  year  earlier. 

Oats  stored  in  all  positions  on  March  1,  1998  totaled  1 1 1  million  bushels,  17  percent  above  the  stocks 
on  March  1,  1997.  Of  the  total  stocks  on  hand,  59  million  bushels  were  stored  on  farms,  5  percent  above  this 
time  last  year.  Off-farm  stocks  totaled  53  million  bushels,  34  percent  above  a  year  earlier.  Indicated 
disappearance  during  the  December-February  quarter  totaled  33  million  bushels,  9  percent  more  than  the  same 
period  a  year  ago. 

U.S.  corn  stocks  in  all  positions  on  March  1,  1998,  totaled  4.94  billion  bushels,  10  percent  above  a  year 
earlier.  Of  the  total  stocks,  2.98  billion  bushels  were  stored  on  farms,  4  percent  above  last  year.  Off- farm  stocks, 
at  1.96  billion  bushels,  were  21  percent  above  a  year  earlier. 
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1997  Agricultural  Chemical  Use  Estimates  for  Winter  and  Spring  Wheat  ''   ^    w*  |  ^  ^ 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  May  26,  1998 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CONTACT:  Carmen  Pennington  or  Peggy  Stringer  at  1-800-835-2612 

Montana  winter  wheat  producers  applied  nitrogen  fertilizer  to  95  percent  of  the  harvested  winter  wheat 
acreage  in  1997,  according  to  the  Montana  Agricultural  Statistics  Service.  A  total  of  64.5  million  pounds  of 
nitrogen  fertilizer  was  applied  to  the  1 .45  million  acres  of  winter  wheat  harvested  in  Montana  .  Of  the  harvested 
area,  78  percent  received  phosphate  fertilizer  while  potash  was  used  on  23  percent  of  the  acres.  Total 
application  of  phosphate  was  31.4  million  pounds  and  potash  was  4.3  million  pounds. 

Montana  winter  wheat  producers  applied  1.09  million  pounds  of  herbicides  to  88  percent  of  the 
harvested  winter  wheat  acres  in  1997.  The  most  common  herbicide  used  was  2,  4-D  with  72  percent  of  the 
acreage  being  sprayed.  Dicamba  and  Glyphosate  were  the  next  popular  herbicides  used  at  38  and  35  percent, 
respectively. 

Montana  spring  wheat  producers  planted  4.35  million  acres  of  spring  wheat  in  1997.  Seventy  nine 
percent  of  these  acres  had  nitrogen  fertilizer  applied  to  them.  A  total  of  153.5  million  pounds  of  nitrogen  was 
applied.  Phosphate  was  applied  to  66  percent  and  potash  to  15  percent  of  the  planted  spring  wheat  acreage. 
Total  application  of  phosphate  was  68.2  million  pounds  and  potash  was  10.2  million  pounds. 

Montana  spring  wheat  producers  applied  1.43  million  pounds  of  herbicides  to  94  percent  of  the  total 
planted  spring  wheat  acres  in  1997.  The  most  widely  used  herbicide  was  2,  4-D  with  83  percent  of  the  acreage 
being  sprayed.  Dicamba  was  the  second  most  common  herbicide  used  on  3 1  percent.  Glyphosate  and  triallate 
were  each  used  on  23  percent  of  the  planted  acres. 

Winter  wheat  producers  applied  nitrogen  fertilizer  to  84  percent  of  the  winter  wheat  harvested  acres  in 
the  fourteen  surveyed  States.  Of  the  harvested  area,  53  percent  received  phosphate  fertilizer  and  potash  was 
used  on  15  percent  of  the  fourteen  State  area.  All  surveyed  States  treated  at  least  a  portion  of  the  harvested  area 
with  herbicides  with  2,4-D  again  the  most  widely  used  in  area  applied  and  quantity. 

Most  of  the  planted  acres  of  North  Dakota's  durum  and  the  collective  4-state  other  spring  wheat 
plantings  (MT,  MN,  ND,  and  SD)  had  primary  fertilizer  percent  coverages  similar  to  that  of  1 996.  The  three 
most  popular  herbicides,  in  terms  of  area  covered  for  spring  wheat  other  than  durum  were  2,4-D,  MCPA,  and 
dicamba. 

The  agricultural  chemical  use  estimates  in  this  report  are  based  on  data  compiled  from  the  Agricultural 
Resources  Management  Study  conducted  during  the  Fall  of  1997.  All  results  refer  to  on-farm  use  of  fertilizers 
and  pesticides  on  the  targeted  crops  for  the  1997  crop  year.  Data  were  collected  late  in  the  growing  season  or 
after  the  farm  operator  has  indicated  that  planned  applications  were  completed. 
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FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  May  29,  1998 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CONTACT:  Steve  Sakry  or  Peggy  Stringer  at  1-800-835-2612 

The  April  Montana  winter  wheat  average  price  increased  1 1  cents  from  March  1998  to  $3.28  per  bushel, 
durum  wheat  was  down  6  cents  to  S4.87  per  bushel,  and  spring  wheat  increased  3  cents  to  $3.55  per  bushel. 
Feed  barley  is  down  4  cents  per  bushel  to  $1.96,  and  malt  barley  decreased  36  cents  to  $2.74  per  bushel.  The  all 
wheat  price  for  mid-May  averaged  $3.59  per  bushel  and  the  all  barley  price  for  mid-May  was  $2.53.  The  price 
for  alfalfa  hay  in  May,  was  $71 .00  per  ton,  unchanged  from  last  month.  The  May  other  hay  price  of  $6 1 .00 
increased  $1.00  from  April. 

Livestock  prices  for  the  full  month  of  April  were  mixed.  Steer  and  heifer  prices  increased  80  cents  to 
$79.00  per  cwt.  Cows  increased  Si  .80  to  $39.9  and  the  average  price  for  calves  fell  10  cents  to  $88.90  per  cwt. 
Sheep  prices  decreased  $6.80  to  $35.10  per  cwl  and  lambs  decreased  60  cents  to  $70.30  per  cwt.  Milk  prices 
were  unchanged  from  March  at  $14.50  per  cwt.  Steer  and  heifer  prices  for  mid-May  averaged  $75.70  per  cwt. 

Nationally,  the  all  wheat  price  for  April,  at  $3.15  per  bushel,  was  down  17  cents  from  March.  The  all 
barley  price  averaged  $2.14  per  bushel,  down  28  cents.  Steer  and  heifer  prices  were  up  $2.00  to  $66.30  per  cwt. 
Jow  prices  were  $36.20  and  hog  prices  were  $35.60  per  cwt.  Egg  prices  were  63.5  cents  per  dozen. 

The  All  Farm  Products  Index  of  Prices  Received  in  May  was  103  based  on  1990-92=100,  down  1  point 
(1.0  percent)  from  April.  Price  decreases  from  April  for  milk,  eggs,  lettuce,  and  broccoli  more  than  offset  price 
increases  for  hogs,  potatoes,  broilers,  and  tomatoes.  The  seasonal  changes  in  the  mix  of  commodities  farmers 
sell  also  affect  the  overall  index  level.  Higher  seasonal  marketings  of  cantaloupes,  sweet  com,  grapes,  and 
peaches  more  than  offset  the  relatively  lower  marketings  of  cattle,  milk,  cotton,  and  apples.  These  changes  in 
marketings  limited  the  decline  in  the  index. 

Compared  with  May  1997,  the  All  Farm  Products  Index  was  5  points  (4.6  percent)  lower.  Price 
decreases  from  May  1 997  for  hogs,  wheat,  soybeans,  and  com  more  than  offset  price  increases  for  milk, 
potatoes,  lettuce,  and  tomatoes. 
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FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  June  12,  1998 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CONTACT:    Bill  Meyer  or  Curt  Lund  at  1-800-835-2612. 


\J% 


As  of  June  1,  Montana  winter  wheat  producers  have  lowered  the  expected  yield  of  their  crop  by  3 
bushels  from  last  month's  forecast  to  31  bushels  per  acre  for  total  production  of  40.3  million  bushels.  If 
realized,  total  production  would  be  off  9  percent  from  last  month  and  down  nearly  29  percent  from  last  year. 
Harvested  acreage  remains  the  same  as  last  month  at  1.3  million  acres,  down  150,000  acres  from  last  year  and 
the  smallest  harvested  acreage  since  1956.  Many  areas  of  the  state  have  been  suffering  from  drought-like 
conditions  which  have  hurt  yield  prospects.  As  of  June  7,  the  winter  wheat  crop  was  rated  5  percent  very  poor, 
38  percent  poor,  39  percent  fair,  and  18  percent  good.  Condition  ratings  in  the  good  to  excellent  range  fell  29 
points  from  a  month  ago. 

At  the  U.S.  level,  winter  wheat  production  is  forecast  is  at  1.74  billion  bushels,  up  2  percent  from  May  1, 
but  down  7  percent  from  last  year.  Based  on  conditions  as  of  June  1 ,  the  U.S.  yield  is  forecast  at  42.9  bushels 
per  acre.  This  is  up  a  bushel  from  the  last  forecast,  but  still  down  from  last  year's  record  high  average.  Grain 
area  totals  40.6  million  acres,  slightly  less  than  last  month. 

Hard  red  winter  wheat  production  is  up  4  percent  from  last  month  to  1 .03  billion  bushels.  White  winter 
production  is  up  3  percent  to  263  million  bushels,  due  to  improved  Pacific  Northwest  yields.  Soft  red  is  down  2 
percent  from  last  month  to  454  million  bushels. 
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Agricultural  Prices  Received  for. June 


FORIMMEDIATERELEASE:  July  31,  1998  ■..„...., 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CONTACT:  Steve  Sakry  or  Curt  Lund  at  1-800-835-2612. 

The  Montana  winter  wheat  average  price  decreased  25  cents  from  May  1998  to  $2.81  per  bushel,  durum 
wheat  was  dowTi  47  cents  to  $4.30  per  bushel,  and  spring  wheat  was  down  14  cents  to  3.41  per  bushel.  Feed 
barley  increased  14  cents  per  bushel  to  $2.06,  and  malt  barley  decreased  2  cents  to  $2.75  per  bushel.  The  price 
for  alfalfa  hay  in  July,  was  $80.00  per  ton,  up  $4.00  per  ton  from  last  month.  The  July  other  hay  price  of  $68.00 
is  unchanged  from  June. The  all  wheat  price  for  mid-July  averaged  $3.21  per  bushel  and  the  all  barley  price  for 
mid-July  was  $2.45. 

With  the  exception  of  lambs,  livestock  prices  for  the  full  month  of  June  were  below  May  prices.  Steer 
and  heifer  prices  decreased  $4.40  to  $71.50  per  cwt.  Cows  were  down  10  cents  to  $37.10  and  the  average  price 
for  calves  fell  $7.30  to  $79.70  per  cwt.  Sheep  prices  decreased  10  cents  to  $26.60  per  cwt,  but  lambs  increased 

$18.70  to  $89.70  per  cwt.  Milk  prices  decreased  40  cents  froin  last  month  to  $13.40  per  cwt.  Steer  and  heifer 
prices  for  mid-July  averaged  $71.70  per  cwt. 

)  Nationally,  the  all  wheat  price  for  June  at  $2.77  per  bushel,  was  down  29  cents  from  May.  The  all  barley 

price  decreased  at  $1.95  per  bushel.  Steer  and  heifer  prices  were  down  at  $64.50  per  cwt.  Cow  prices  were 
$36.10  and  hog  prices  were  $42.20  per  cwt.  Egg  prices  were  60  cents  per  dozen. 

The  All  Farm  Products  Index  of  Prices  Received  in  July  was  102  based  on  1990-92=100,  unchanged 
from  June.  Price  increases  from  June  for  broilers,  tomatoes,  lettuce,  and  milk  offset  price  decreases  for  cattle, 
hogs,  wheat,  and  com.  The  seasonal  changes  in  the  mix  of  commodities  fanners  sell  also  affect  the  overall  index 
level;  however,  these  changes  were  essentially  offsetting  in  July. 

Compared  with  July  1997,  the  All  Farm  Products  Index  was  5  points  (4.7  percent)  lower.  Price  decreases 
from  July  1997  for  hogs,  wheat,  cattle,  and  soybeans  more  than  offset  price  increases  for  milk,  tomatoes, 
broilers,  and  peaches. 
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Spring  and  Winter"Wheat  Production  Forecast  Higher 


FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  August  12,  1998 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CONTACT:  Steve  Sakry  or  Peggy  Stringer  at  1-800-835-2612 

Montana  producers  expect  to  harvest  46.25  million  bushels  of  winter  wheat.  Expected  yields  are  up  1 
bushel  per  acre  from  last  month  to  37  bushels  per  acre.  If  realized,  total  production  would  be  down  over  1 8 
percent  from  last  year  due  to  reduced  harvested  acreage  and  yield.  Hot,  dry  weather  has  prompted  an  early 
harvest  with  67  percent  of  the  crop  combined  by  August  9  compared  to  a  5-year  average  of  33  percent 
harvested.  Other  spring  wheat  production  is  forecast  at  105.0  million  bushels  with  a  yield  of  30  bushels  per 
acre.  If  realized,  the  yield  would  be  1  bushel  per  acre  above  last  year,  but  total  production  would  be  14  percent 
below  1997.  As  of  August  9  harvest  is  14  percent  complete  compared  to  4  percent  for  the  average  with  43 
percent  of  the  crop  rated  good  to  excellent  and  40  percent  rated  in  fair  condition.  The  durum  wheat  estimate 
increased  1  bushel  from  last  month  to  26  bushels  per  acre  with  expected  production  of  1 1 .4  million  bushels. 
This  is  the  largest  production  since  1981  and  up  57  percent  from  last  year. 

Barley  producers  are  also  expecting  a  slightly  larger  crop  with  yields  expected  to  be  52  bushels  per  acre, 
up  2  bushels  from  last  month.  Total  production  is  expected  to  be  67.6  million  bushels,  up  4  percent  from  last 
month  and  up  6  percent  from  last  year.  Oat  production  is  forecast  at  4.8  million  bushels,  up  7  percent  from  last 
month  and  up  25  percent  from  last  year.  The  yield  is  up  4  bushels  per  acre  from  last  month  and  up  5  bushels 
from  last  year.  Harvested  acreage  is  up  10,000  acres  from  1997  to  80,000  acres. 

At  2.2  tons  per  acre,  Montana  hay  producers  are  expecting  lower  alfalfa  yields  than  last  year,  while 
expected  yields  for  other  hay  at  1 .7  tons  per  acre  are  higher  than  last  year.  Both  types  of  hay  are  expected  to 
have  lower  harvested  acres  than  last  year.  Total  production  is  forecast  at  4.6  million  tons  compared  with  5.5 
million  tons  last  year. 

Montana  corn  production  is  estimated  at  1.95  million  bushels,  up  3  percent  from  last  year.  Yields  are 
expected  to  average  1 30  bushels  per  acre,  down  5  bushels  from  last  year.  Forecasted  dry  bean  yield  is  set  at 
2,200  pounds  per  acre  with  total  production  set  at  264,000  cwt,  up  3  percent  from  last  year.  Sugar  beet 
production  is  forecast  at  1.3  million  tons,  up  6  percent  from  last  year. 

At  the  U.S.  level,  all  wheat  production  is  placed  at  2.55  billion  bushels,  up  1  percent  from  both  the  July 
forecast  and  1997.  Based  on  August  1  conditions,  the  U.S.  yield  is  forecast  at  43.0  bushels  per  acre.  This  is  up 
0.4  bushels  from  last  month  and  is  a  new  record  high  yield.  The  final  winter  wheat  production  forecast  is  1.91 
billion  bushels,  up  1  percent  from  last  month  and  2  percent  higher  than  1997.  The  U.S.  yield  is  forecast  at  a 
record  high  47.0  bushels  per  acre,  up  0.4  bushels  from  July  1 .  Grain  area  was  not  changed  from  last  month. 
Durum  wheat  production  is  forecast  at  126  million  bushels,  up  less  than  1  percent  from  last  month  and  46 
percent  more  than  1997.  The  U.S.  yield  is  now  forecast  at  35.2  bushels  per  acre,  up  a  tenth  of  a  bushel  per  acre 
from  July  1 .  Other  spring  wheat  production  is  forecast  at  508  million  bushels,  up  2  percent  from  July  1 .  Based 
on  August  1  conditions,  the  U.S.  yield  is  forecast  at  34.2  bushels  per  acre.  This  is  0.7  bushels  per  acre  better 
than  a  month  ago.  There  were  no  area  changes.  Hard  Red  Spring  production  is  up  2  percent  from  July  at  456 
million  bushels.  White  Spring  production  is  up  less  than  1  percent. 

U.S.  barley  production  for  1998  is  forecast  at  374  million  bushels,  down  only  fractionally  from  both  July 
1998  and  from  1997  final  production.  Yields  are  expected  to  average  61 .6  bushels  per  acre,  a  decrease  of  0.3 
bushels  from  July  but  still  3.3  bushels  higher  than  last  year.  Yield  changes  from  the  July  forecast  were  made  in 
eight  States.  Area  harvested  and  to  be  harvested,  at  6.08  million  acres,  remained  unchanged  from  July,  but  is  5 
percent  below  the  6.43  million  acres  harvested  in  1997. 

Production  of  dry  edible  beans  is  forecast  at  29.9  million  cwt  for  1998,  up  3  percent  from  a  year  earlier 
and  7  percent  above  two  years  ago.  Harvested  acres,  at  1 .90  million  acres,  are  expected  to  be  the  highest  since 
199rs  1.91  million  acres,  but  average  yields  are  125  pounds  per  acre  below  last  year. 

All  hay  production  for  1998  is  forecast  at  148  million  tons,  down  3  percent  from  1997  and  down  1 
percent  from  1996.  All  hay  yields  are  forecasted  at  2.48  tons  per  acre,  down  slightly  from  last  year.  Acreage  for 
harvest  of  alfalfa  and  altalfa  mixtures  and  other  hay  is  unchanged  from  June  at  59.8  million  acres  which  is  down 
2  percent  from  1997. 
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Agricultural  Prices  Received  for  July 


FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  August  31.  1998 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CONTACT:  Steve  Sakry  or  Curtis  Lund 

The  Montana  winter  wheat  average  price  received  during  July  increased  13  cents  from  June  1998  to 
$2.94  per  bushel,  durum  wheat  was  down  21  cents  to  $4.09  per  bushel,  and  spring  wheat  was  down  9  cents  to 
3.32  per  bushel.  July  teed  barley  dropped  38  cents  per  bushel  to  $1.68,  but  malt  barley  is  up  40  cents  to  $3.15 
per  bushel.  The  price  for  alfalfa  hay  in  August  was  $77.00  per  ton,  down  $1 .00  per  ton  from  last  month.  The 
August  other  hay  price  of  $67.00  was  down  $1.00  from  July.  The  all  wheat  price  for  mid-August  averaged  $3.18 
per  bushel  and  the  all  barley  price  for  mid-August  was  $2.82. 

Livestock  prices  for  the  full  month  of  July  were  mixed.  Steer  and  heifer  prices  decreased  $2.10  to 
$69.40  per  cwt.  Cows  were  up  50  cents  to  $37.60  and  the  average  price  for  calves  fell  $4.90  to  $74.80  per  cwt. 
Sheep  prices  were  up  $3.30  to  $29.90  per  cwt,  but  lamb  prices  fell  $8.90  to  $80.80  per  cwt.  Milk  prices 
decreased  40  cents  from  June  to  $13.00  per  cwt.  Steer  and  heifer  prices  for  mid-August  averaged  $67.80  per 
cwt. 

\  Nationally,  the  all  wheat  price  for  July,  at  $2.56  per  bushel,  was  down  21  cents  from  June.  The  all  barley 

price  increased  to  $2.01  per  bushel.  Steer  and  heifer  prices  were  down  at  $61.00  per  cwt.  Cow  prices  were 
$34.70  and  hog  prices  were  $36.70  per  cwt.  Egg  prices  were  58  cents  per  dozen. 


The  All  Farm  Products  Index  of  Prices  Received  in  August  was  101  based  on  1990-92=100,  down  1 
point  (1.0  percent)  from  July.  Price  decreases  from  July  for  com,  tomatoes,  soybeans,  and  wheat  offset  price 
increases  for  milk,  broilers,  grapes,  and  eggs.  The  seasonal  changes  in  the  mix  of  commodities  farmers  sell  also 
affect  the  overall  index  level;  however,  these  changes  were  essentially  offsetting  in  August. 

Compared  with  August  1997,  the  All  Farm  Products  Index  was  7  points  (6.5  percent)  lower.  Price 
decreases  from  August  1997  for  hogs,  wheat,  cattle,  and  corn  more  than  offset  price  increases  for  milk,  broilers, 
grapes,  and  peaches. 
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FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:    September  10,  1998 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CONTACT:  Steve  Sakry  or  Peggy  Stringer 

Neeley  remained  the  leading  winter  wheat  variety  seeded  in  Montana  for  the  eleventh  consecutive  year 
with  272  thousand  acres  planted  in  the  state.    Rocky  maintained  its  position  of  the  second  most  popular  winter 
wheat  variety  for  the  second  consecutive  year.  Montana  farmers  planted  1 94  thousand  acres  of  Rocky  this  year, 
a  decrease  from  the  305  thousand  acres  planted  last  year.  Tiber  remained  in  the  third  place  position  for  the 
second  consecutive  year,  accounting  for  191  thousand  acres  of  winter  wheat  planted  in  the  state. 

McNeal  was  the  leading  spring  wheat  variety  planted  this  year.  This  hard  red  spring  wheat  accounted 
for  27  percent  of  seeded  acreage  with  over  964  thousand  acres  planted.    Amidon  dropped  to  the  second  place 
position  this  year  after  a  significant  decrease  in  planted  acreage.  Montana  farmers  planted  only  621  thousand 
acres,  compared  to  1 .07  million  acres  planted  last  year.    Westbred  Rambo  remained  the  third  most  popular 
variety  with  277  thousand  acres  planted  this  year  in  the  state.  This  is  a  drop  from  last  year's  436  thousand  acres 
seeded. 


Kyle  continued  to  be  the  leading  durum  variety  for  the  fifth  consecutive  year.  Over  1 72  thousand  acres 
of  Kyle  were  planted  in  the  state,  accounting  for  38  percent  of  the  total  seeded  acres.    Sceptre  moved  up  from 
the  sixth  place  position  last  year  to  become  the  second  most  popular  durum  variety  with  nearly  56  thousand 
acres  planted.  Vic  is  another  variety  to  move  up  in  position  from  fifth  place  last  year.  Now  the  third  highest 
variety,  32  thousand  acres  were  seeded  in  the  state  compared  to  22  thousand  acres  in  1997. 

Harrington  remained  the  top  malting  barley  variety  planted  in  the  state.  It  accounted  for  43  percent  of 
total  seeded  acreage  with  603  thousand  acres  planted  and  is  recommended  by  the  American  Malting  Barley 
Association  for  planting  in  Montana.    Baronesse  remained  the  leading  feed-type  barley  for  the  third 
consecutive  year.  Over  1 63  thousand  acres  of  Baronesse  were  planted  this  year. 

The  Montana  Wheat  and  Barley  Varieties  report  was  made  possible  with  funds  provided  by  the  Montana 
Wheat  &  Barley  Committee  and  the  Ainerican  Malting  Barley  Association,  Inc.  A  more  detailed  report  may  be 
obtained  from  our  office  upon  request. 

#end# 
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1997  Wheat  and  Barley  Shipments  Remain  Steady,  hut  La<;  Behind  l')95  Records  Levels 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  September  II,  1998 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CONTACT:  Steve  Sakry  or  Peggy  Stringer 

Montana  shipped  150  million  bushels  of  wheat  and  barley  to  out-of-state  destinations  during  the  1997 
crop  year  of  May  1997  to  June  1998.  Shipments  were  off  only  1  percent  from  1996  and  down  59  percent  from 
record-level  shipments  of  239  million  bushels  in  1995. 

Montana  shipments  of  wheat  to  out-of-state  destinations  during  the  1997  crop  year  remained  near  1996 
levels,  totaling  124  million  bushels  compared  with  128  million  in  1996. 

Ninety  percent  of  wheat  shipped  in  1997  headed  west,  totaling  112  million  bushels,  down  6  percent  from 
1996.  Movements  to  eastern  destinations  increased  64  percent  during  1997,  totaling  7.3  million  bushels.  Other 
destinations,  mostly  to  the  south,  received  4.7  million  bushels,  up  1 1  percent  from  the  previous  year. 

Most  of  the  wheat  (93  percent)  is  shipped  by  rail,  totaling  115  million  bushels.  The  remaining  7  percent 
is  shipped  by  truck  and  accounts  for  9.1  million  bushels.  This  is  an  increase  of  more  than  one  million  bushels, 
orl6  percent  from  1996. 

Montana  shipments  of  barley  to  out-of-state  destinations  during  the  1997  crop  year,  were  25.9  million 
bushels,  up  6  percent  from  the  same  period  a  year  ago.  Fifty-nine  percent  of  barley  shipped  out  of  Montana 
headed  west. 

Shipments  of  barley  to  western  destinations  were  down  1  percent  from  1996  to  15.2  million  bushels. 
Eastern  destination  shipments  totaled  8.1  million  bushels,  up  20  percent  from  1996.  Shipments  to  other 
destinations  were  up  from  last  year's  2.3  million  bushels  to  2.6  million  bushels  for  1997. 

Almost  all  barley  is  shipped  by  rail  with  10  percent  hauled  by  truck. 

This  report  is  made  possible  through  funds  provided  by  the  Montana  Wheat  &  Barley  Committee 
through  the  Montana  Department  of  Agriculture.     Special  thanks  to  the  Montana  rain  Trade  for  their 
cooperation  in  this  project.  A  more  detailed  report  may  be  obtained  from  our  office  upon  request. 
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September  1, 1998  Crop  Production  Forecast 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  September  11,  1998 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CONTACT:  Steve  Sakry  or  Peggy  Stringer 

Montana's  other  spring  wheat  production  forecast  is  unchanged  from  last  month.  The  production 
forecast  as  of  September  1,  is  105.0  milHon  bushels.  If  realized  this  would  be  14  percent  lower  than  last  year. 
The  average  yield,  at  30  bushels  per  acre,  remained  unchanged  from  the  August  1  forecast  and  is  1  bushel  per 
acre  higher  than  last  year.  Harvested  acres  are  also  unchanged  from  last  month  and  are  forecast  at  3.5  million 
acres  which  is  700,000  acres  less  than  last  year.  With  ideal  harvest  conditions,  harvest  is  progressing  well  ahead 
of  average  with  95  percent  harvested  as  of  September  6  while  the  average  is  72  percent. 

Durum  wheat  production  is  also  unchanged  from  last  month  at  1 1.4  million  bushels,  up  57  percent  from 
last  year.  Yields  are  expected  to  average  26  bushels  per  acre  which  is  the  same  as  last  month  and  last  year. 
r^    Harvested  acreage  increased  from  280,000  acres  last  year  to  440,000  acres  this  year. 

Even  though  winter  wheat  production  is  not  forecast  on  September  1,  if  we  added  the  August  winter 
wheat  production  forecast  with  current  spring  wheat  and  durum  forecasts  the  total  wheat  crop  would  be 
estimated  at  162.69  million  bushels,  down  12  percent  from  last  year. 

Barley  production  remains  unchanged  from  last  month  and  is  forecast  at  67.6  million  bushels,  up  6 
percent  from  last  year.  Yields  are  forecast  at  52  bushels  per  acre  compared  with  53  bushels  per  acre  last  year. 
Harvested  acreage  is  up  100,000  from  last  year  and  is  forecast  at  1.3  million  acres. 

Sugar  beet  yield  remain  unchanged  from  last  month,  at  21.6  tons  per  acre,  but  harvested  acreage  was 
adjusted  up  to  63,000  acres  from  last  month's  60,200  acres.  Total  production  is  forecast  at  1.3  million  tons,  up 
6  percent  from  last  year. 

At  the  U.S.  level  all  wheat  production  is  placed  at  2.56  billion  bushels,  up  1  percent  from  the  August 
forecast  and  up  2  percent  from  1997.  The  U.S.  yield  is  forecast  at  43.3  bushels  per  acre.  This  is  up  0.3  bushels 
from  last  month  and  is  a  new  record  high  yield.  Other  spring  wheat  production  is  forecast  at  519  million 
bushels,  up  2  percent  from  last  month,  but  down  7  percent  from  last  season.  The  final  forecast  of  U.S.  average 
yield  is  34.9  bushels  per  acre.  This  is  0.7  bushels  per  acre  better  than  a  month  ago.  There  were  no  area  changes. 
Hard  Red  Spring  production  is  up  2  percent  from  August  at  467  million  bushels.  White  Spring  production  is 
down  about  2  percent.  Minnesota  growers  have  harvested  a  better  yielding  crop  than  previously  expected.  Both 
the  Montana  and  North  Dakota  crops  are  nearing  harvest  completion.  The  South  Dakota  harvest  is  finished. 

U.S.  durum  wheat  production  is  forecast  at  132  million  bushels,  up  4  percent  from  last  month  and  53 
percent  more  than  in  1997.  This  is  the  biggest  durum  crop  since  1982.  The  U.S.  yield  is  now  forecast  at  36.8 
bushels  per  acre,  up  1 .6  from  last  month  and  second  only  to  the  record  high  set  in  1992.  Area  for  harvest  is 
unchanged  from  the  last  forecast  at  3.58  million  acres.  As  of  September  6,  83  percent  of  North  Dakota's  crop 
was  harvested.  This  is  about  3  weeks  ahead  of  average. 

U.S.  barley  producdon  for  1998  is  forecast  at  372  million  bushels,  down  slightly  from  both  August  1998 
and  the  1997  final  production.  Yields  are  expected  to  average  61.3  bushels  per  acre,  a  decrease  of  0.3  bushels 
from  August,  but  still  3.0  bushels  higher  than  last  year.  Area  harvested  and  to  be  harvested,  at  6.08  million 
acres,  remained  unchanged  from  August  but  is  5  percent  below  the  6.43  million  acres  harvested  in  1997. 

Planted  acres  for  sugar  beets  were  updated  from  the  August  crop  report  in  Montana  and  North  Dakota. 
Acres  to  be  harvested  in  the  12  sugar  beet-producing  states  were  forecasted  at  just  under  1.46  million  acres, 
27,200  acres  above  1997,  but  5,300  acres  below  the  previous  forecast.  Heavy  rains  drowned  several  thousand 
acres  in  the  southern  Red  River  Valley  of  North  Dakota  and  Minnesota  and  accounts  for  most  of  the  increase  in 
abandonment. 

U.S.  corn  grain  production  is  forecast  at  9.74  billion  bushels,  up  2  percent  from  last  month  and  up  4 
percent  from  1997.   Based  on  September  1  conditions,  yields  are  expected  to  average  132.0  bushels  per  acre,  up 
2.0  bushels  from  last  month  and  up  5  bushels  from  a  year  ago.  If  realized,  this  would  be  the  second  largest 
production  and  the  second  highest  yield  on  record.  Acreage  for  harvest  is  estimated  at  73.8  million  acres, 
unchanged  from  last  month  and  virtually  unchanged  from  1997. 
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Agricultural  Prices  Received  for  August ^_ i_j 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  September  29,  1998  - -.   ..       ^ 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CONTACT:  Thomas  Chard  or  Curt  Lund  at  1-800-835-2612. 

Prices  Montana  farmers  received  for  their  crops  in  August  were  once  again  below  the  previous  month. 
The  August  winter  wheat  average  price  of  $2.60  per  bushel  dropped  34  cents  from  July  1998,  spring  wheat  was 
down  26  cents  to  $3.06  per  bushel,  but  durum  wheat,  the  only  crop  to  show  improvement,  was  up  10  cents  to 
$4.19  per  bushel.  The  August  all  wheat  price  of  $2.91  is  the  lowest  average  price  since  October  1991.  August 
feed  barley  averaged  $1.33  per  bushel,  35  cents  below  last  month's  average,  and  malt  barley  is  down  27  cents  to 
$2.88  per  bushel.  The  all  barley  average  price  for  August,  at  $2.45,  is  24  cents  below  July,  but  is  above  average 
price  received  in  May  and  June  of  1998.  The  mid-September  price  for  alfalfa  hay  was  $74.00  per  ton,  down 
$3.00  per  ton  from  the  August  average.  The  mid-  September  other  hay  price  was  $65.00,  two  dollars  less  than 
last  month.  The  all  wheat  price  for  mid-September  averaged  $2.84  per  bushel  and  the  all  barley  price  for  mid- 
September  was  $1.78. 

Livestock  prices  for  the  full  month  of  August  were  generally  lower.  Calves  weighing  less  than  500 
pounds  were  higher  than  last  month.  Steer  and  heifer  prices  decreased  $3.80  to  $65.60  per  cwt.  Cows  were 
\  down  40  cents  to  $37.20,  but  the  average  price  for  calves  were  up  $  1 .80  to  $76.60  per  cwt.  Sheep  prices 
declined  to  $28.50  per  cwt.  $  1 .40  lower  than  July,  and  lamb  prices  fell  $  1 .40  to  $79.40  per  cwt.  Sheep  and 
lamb  prices  are  significantly  lower  than  August  1997  when  sheep  averaged  $40.50  and  lambs  were  bringing 
$98.80.  Milk  prices  are  up  sharply  at  $14.50  per  cwt,  $1.50  above  last  month  and  $2.20  higher  than  August 
1997.  Steer  and  heifer  prices  for  mid-September  averaged  $64.00  per  cwt. 

Nationally,  the  September  all  wheat  price,  at  $2.37  per  bushel,  was  down  2  cents  from  August  and  $1.29 
below  September  1997.  This  is  the  lowest  monthly  all  v/heat  price  since  August  1987.  The  mid-September  all 
barley  price  was  $1.79,  down  sharply  from  $2.06  received  in  August.  September  U.S.  beef  cattle  price  of 
$55.80  was  down  $1.60  from  last  month  and  $7.80  below  September  1997.  The  August  average  price  received 
for  cows  was  $34.20.  The  September  hog  price  was  $29.40  per  cwt.  down  $5.70  from  August  and  $21 .00  below 
a  year  ago.  The  August  price  for  eggs  was  $.649  per  dozen  and  the  mid-September  price  was  $.634. 

The  All  Farm  Products  Index  of  Prices  Received  in  September  was  98  based  on  1990-92=100,  down  3 
points  (3.0  percent)  from  August.  Price  decreases  from  August  for  hogs,  cattle,  com,  and  grapes  more  than 
offset  price  increases  for  milk,  tobacco,  tomatoes,  and  apples.  The  seasonal  changes  in  the  mix  of  commodities 
farmers  sell  also  affect  the  overall  index  level.  Lower  seasonal  marketings  of  cattle,  broilers,  wheat,  and  grapes 
more  than  offset  the  relatively  higher  marketings  of  soybeans,  peanuts,  com,  and  cotton.  These  changes 
contributed  one  point  of  the  three  point  decline  in  the  overall  index.  Compared  with  September  1997,  the  All 
Farm  Products  Index  was  9  points  (8.4  percent)  lower.  Price  decreases  from  September  1997  for  hogs,  com, 
cattle,  and  wheat  more  than  offset  price  increases  for  milk,  broilers,  grapes,  and  onions. 

>  #End# 
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September  1,  1998  Grain  Stocks-    '    j     |    |    Hc.%t       ^'  H   ^  M  r?  ^ 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  September  30,  1998 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CONTACT:  Curt  Lund  or  Peggy  Stringer  at  1-800-835-2612. 

Montana  all  wheat  stocks  were  estimated  at  200.0  million  bushels  on  September  1,  1998,  up  6  percent 
from  stock  levels  at  this  time  a  year  ago.  Disappearance  since  June  1,  1998  totaled  35.79  million  bushels,  up  9 
percent  from  the  disappearance  level  for  this  period  last  year.  Winter  wheat  stocks  were  estimated  at  65.6 
million  bushels,  up  21  percent  from  last  year.  All  spring  wheat  stocks  were  estimated  at  134.4  million  bushels 
compared  withl35.0  bushels  a  year  ago.  Durum  wheat  stocks  totaled  10.8  million  bushels,  up  from  6.5  million 
bushels  the  previous  year. 

Montana  barley  stocks  on  September  1  were  estimated  at  50.3  million  bushels,  down  7  percent  from 
September  1,1997.  Oat  stocks,  at  3.19  million  bushels,  are  19  percent  less  than  last  September  1. 

All  wheat  in  all  storage  positions  in  the  U.S.  on  September  1,  1998  is  estimated  at  2.38  billion  bushels, 
up  15  percent  from  September  1,  1997  and  the  highest  September  1  level  since  1990.  Farm  stocks  total  886 
million  bushels  and  off-  farm  stocks  are  1.50  billion  bushels.  The  on-farm  total  is  up  12  percent  from  a  year  ago 
and  the  off- farm  level  is  up  17  percent.  Off- farm  wheat  stocks  are  at  the  largest  September  1  total  since  1987. 
All  wheat  disappearance  for  the  first  quarter  of  the  1998-99  marketing  year  is  an  apparent  899  million  bushels, 
up  1  percent  from  the  same  period  a  year  ago. 

Durum  wheat  stored  in  all  positions  on  September  1,  1998  totaled  125  million  bushels,  up  43  percent 
from  last  September.  This  is  the  largest  first  quarter  inventory  since  1991.  On  farm  stocks,  at  88.0  million 
bushels,  are  up  58  percent  from  last  year.  Disappearance  from  all  positions  is  42.0  million  bushels,  up  44 
percent  from  June-August  1997. 

Barley  stocks  in  all  positions  on  September  1 ,  1998  are  estimated  at  327  million  bushels,  slightly  below 
the  stocks  of  September  1,  1997.  Of  the  total  barley  stocks  on  hand,  195  million  bushels  are  stored  on  farms,  1 
percent  below  a  year  ago.  September  1,  1998  off- farm  stocks  are  1  percent  above  last  year  at  132  million 
bushels.  Indicated  disappearance  during  the  June-August  quarter  totaled  151  million  bushels,  3  percent  below 
the  same  period  a  year  earlier. 

Oats  stored  in  all  positions  on  September  1,  1998  totaled  nearly  162  million  bushels,  3  percent  above  the 
stocks  on  September  1,  1997.  Of  the  total  stocks  on  hand,  1 10  million  bushels  were  stored  on  farm,  2  percent 
above  this  quarter  last  year.  Off-farm  stocks  totaled  51.5  million  bushels,  5  percent  above  a  year  earlier. 
Indicated  disappearance  from  all  positions  during  the  June-August  quarter  totaled  82.2  million  bushels,  4 
percent  less  than  the  same  period  a  year  ago. 

Old  crop  corn  stored  in  all  posifions  on  September  1,  1998  is  estimated  at  1.31  billion  bushels,  up  48 
percent  from  September  1,  1997.  This  is  more  than  3  times  the  com  stored  on  September  1,  1996,  which  was 
the  lowest  stocks  on  record  since  1976. 

#end# 
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September  1998  Small  Grain  Summary e-maii:  Dass-mt@nass.usda.gov 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  September  30.  1998 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CONTACT:  Curt  Lund  or  Peggy  Stringer  at  1-800-835-2612. 

Montana's  1998  winter  wheat  production  was  estimated  at  48.75  million  bushels,  down  14%  from  1997 
and  the  lowest  production  since  the  severe  drought  of  1988.    Low  yields  were  not  the  problem  in  1998,  but 
rather  a  seeded  acreage  of  1.4  million  acres  which  was  the  smallest  since  1941.  A  dry  fall  in  1997  and  economic 
considerations  prompted  the  low  acreage.  Producers  harvested  1.25  million  acres,  down  200,000  acres  from  the 
1997  harvest.  The  1998  a\erage  yield  was  39  bushels  per  acre,  which  matched  last  year's  average  and  was 
fourth  highest  on  record.  The  yield  was  raised  2  bushels  from  the  August  forecast. 

Spring  wheat  production  was  estimated  at  108  million  bushels,  down  1 1%  from  last  year,  but  the  third 
largest  crop  on  record  only  behind  1995  and  1997  production.  The  seeded  acreage  was  3.8  million  acres, 
550.000  acres  less  than  1997  and  the  smallest  acreage  seeded  since  1994.  Producers  chose  not  to  plant  re-crop 
acres  and  planted  alternative  crops  when  thought  desirable.  The  crop  was  quickly  seeded  in  1998.    Warm,  dry 
weather  prevailed  through  mid-May  when  nearly  95  percent  of  the  acreage  was  seeded,  a  full  20  percentage 
points  ahead  of  the  five-year  average.  Much  needed  rain  soon  followed  and  got  the  wheat  off  to  an  excellent 
start.  Producers  harvested  3.6  million  acres.  600,000  acres  less  than  a  year  earlier.  Yields  averaged  30  bushels 
\  per  acre,  up  1  bushel  from  1997,  but  1.4  bushels  below  the  last  five-year  average  which  includes  the  exceptional 
yields  produced  in  1993  and  1995  in  North  Central  Montana. 

Montana  durum  wheat  growers  planted  450,000  acres  and  harvested  430,000  acres,  both  significantly 
higher  than  last  year  and  the  largest  planted  acreage  since  1981 .  Favorable  conditions  got  the  crop  planted 
earlier  and  timely  precipitation  allowed  producers  to  obtain  their  highest  yield  in  the  last  three  years.  The 
average  yield  was  28.0  bushels  per  acre,  2  bushels  more  than  averaged  in  1997.  Total  production  was  estimated 
at  12.04  million  bushels,  up  nearly  65  percent  from  last  year  and  the  largest  durum  production  since  1956. 

Barley  acreage  in  Montana  increased  for  the  first  time  in  several  years  tol  .4  million  acres,  8  percent 
more  than  1997  and  the  largest  planted  acreage  since  1991.  Producers  harvested  1.25  million  acres.  50.000  acres 
more  than  were  harvested  for  grain  in  1997.  Yields  averaged  48  bushels  per  acre,  down  5  bushels  from  last  year 
and  down  4  bushels  from  our  previous  forecast.    Production  was  estimated  at  60.0  million  bushels,  down  6 
percent  from  last  year. 

Oat  production  w-as  estimated  at  3.24  million  bushels,  down  16  percent  from  last  year.    Planted  acreage 
was  estimated  at  140.000  acres,  the  same  as  a  year  earlier.  Harvested  acreage  was  set  at  60,000  acres,  down 
10,000  from  1997.  Yields  averaged  54  bushels  per  acre,  one  bushel  below  last  year. 

Nafionally.  the  1998  winter  wheat  crop  production  was  estimated  at  1.89  billion  bushels.  This  is  down  1 
percent  from  the  August  forecast,  but  fractionally  higher  than  the  1997  level.  The  U.S.  yield  dropped  a  tenth 
from  August  to  46.9  bushels  per  acre,  but  is  still  a  new  record  high  average,  nearly  two  bushels  better  than  last 
year's  former  record.  Acreage  for  grain  was  estimated  at  40.2  million  acres,  down  1  and  4  percent  from  last 
month  and  last  year,  respectively.  Almost  all  the  net  change  in  grain  area  comes  from  Colorado,  Oklahoma,  and 
Texas  drops. 

Other  Spring  Wheat  production  in  1998  was  estimated  at  529  million  bushels,  up  2  percent  from  the 
last  forecast,  but  5  percent  less  than  in  1997.  An  increase  in  area  fostered  the  production  change.  Harvested  area 
is  now  15.2  million  acres,  down  19  percent  from  last  year.  The  U.S.  yield  was  34.9  bushels  per  acre,  equaling 
last  forecast  and  5.0  bushels  better  than  in  1997. 

Durum  wheat  production  for  1998  totaled  141  million  bushels,  up  7  percent  from  September  1  and  64 
percent  better  than  last  year.  This  is  the  biggest  Durum  crop  since  1982.  Grain  area  now  totals  3.73  million 
acres,  up  20  percent  from  last  year.  The  U.S.  yield  was  placed  at  37.8  bushels  per  acre,  up  a  bushel  from  the  last 
forecast  to  the  second  highest  on  record. 

U.S.  Barley  production  in  1998  was  estimated  at  358  million  bushels,  down  4  percent  from  last  year's 
estimate.  Average  yield  per  acre,  at  59.9  bushels,  was  up  1 .6  bushels  from  1 997.  The  area  harvested  for  grain 
was  estimated  at  5.98  million  acres,  7  percent  less  than  a  year  ago.  Production  was  4  percent  below  the 
September  1  forecast.  Area  harvested  decreased  2  percent  from  the  previous  forecast,  and  the  average  yield  per 
acre  declined  1.4  bushel. 

Oat  production  for  the  1998  crop  year  was  estimated  at  169.9  million  bushels,  4  percent  below  the 
August  1  forecast,  and  3  percent  smaller  than  the  1997  production.  This  is  the  third  smallest  crop  since  records 
were  first  kept  in  1866.  exceeding  the  1995  production  by  5  percent  and  the  1996  production  by  9  percent.  The 
forecasted  yield,  at  60.5  bushels  per  acre,  is  up  0. 1  bushels  from  the  August  forecast  and  equal  to  last  year.  Area 
harvested  and  to  be  harvested  for  grain  in  1998  is  2.81  million  acres,  4  percent  below  the  previous  month  and  3 
percent  below  1997.  If  realized,  this  would  be  the  second  smallest  acreage  harvested  for  grain  on  record, 
exceeding  only  the  1996  harvested  acreage. 

#end# 
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1998  Sugar  Beet  and  Hay  Production 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  October  9,  1998 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CONTACT:  Steve  Sakry  at  1-800-835-2612 

Montana  sugar  beet  production  is  forecast  at  1.36  million  tons,  unchanged  from  last  month's  forecast 
and  up  1 1  percent  from  last  year.  Forecasted  yield,  at  21.6  tons  per  acre,  is  unchanged  from  last  month  but  is 
0.6  tons  per  acre  higher  than  last  year.  Harvested  acreage  remains  unchanged  from  last  month  at  63,000  acres 
but  this  is  4,700  acres  higher  than  last  year.  As  of  October  4,15  percent  of  the  crop  had  been  harvested  which 
is  1  only  percent  lower  than  the  five-year  average. 

U.S.  sugarbeet  production  is  forecast  at  31.5  million  tons,  5  percent  above  the  1997  final  production 
estimate  and  1  percent  above  the  September  1  estimate.  If  realized,  production  would  be  the  second  largest  on 
record,  exceeded  only  by  the  31.9  million  ton  crop  in  1994.  Area  to  be  harvested  in  the  12  sugarbeet-producing 
states  was  estimated  at  nearly  1.46  million  acres,  28,900  acres  above  1997  and  1,700  acres  above  the  September 
estimate.  Yield  is  estimated  at  21.6  tons  per  acre,  0.2  ton  above  September  1  and  0.7  ton  higher  than  1997. 

Forecasted  alfalfa  hay  yield  for  Montana  was  increased  from  the  August  forecast  by  0.1  ton  per  acre  to 
2.3  tons  per  acre.  If  realized  this  would  be  0. 1  ton  lower  than  last  year.  Total  production  of  alfalfa  hay  is 
estimated  at  3.45  million  tons  down  13  percent  from  last  year  due  to  a  decrease  in  harvested  acreage  and  lower 
yields.  Harvested  acreage  is  estimated  at  1.50  million  acres,  down  150,000  acres  from  last  year.  Other  hay 
yields  remain  unchanged  from  August  at  1.7  tons  per  acre  but  are  up  0.1  ton  from  1997.  Total  production  is  set 
a  1.275  million  tons,  down  16  percent  from  last  year.  Harvested  acreage  is  unchanged  from  August  at  750,000 
acres,  down  200,000  acres  from  last  year.  All  hay  production  is  estimated  at  4.725  million  tons,  down  14 
percent  from  last  year. 

U.  S.  all  hay  production  for  1998  is  forecast  at  152  million  tons,  up  3  percent  from  the  August  forecast 
but  essentially  the  same  as  the  1997  production.  Area  harvested  and  to  be  harvested  for  alfalfa  and  alfalfa 
mixtures  and  other  hay  was  unchanged  from  August  at  59.8  million  acres,  down  2  percent  from  the  previous 
year.  All  hay  yields  are  forecast  at  2.54  tons  per  acre,  up  0.06  tons  from  August  and  0.04  tons  from  the  previous 
year. 

Alfalfa  and  alfalfa  mixtures  production  for  the  U.S.  is  forecast  at  82.4  million  tons,  up  3  percent  from  the 
August  forecast  and  up  4  percent  from  a  year  ago.  Yields  are  expected  to  average  3.52  tons  per  acre,  up  0.09 
tons  from  the  previous  forecast  and  0.17  tons  above  last  year.  Area  harvested  and  to  be  harvested  was 
unchanged  from  August,  at  23.4  million  acres,  down  1  percent  from  1997. 

U.  S.  all  other  hay  forecast  for  1998  is  69.3  million  tons,  2  percent  above  the  August  forecast  but  5 
percent  below  the  year  earlier.  Other  hay  yields  are  expected  to  average  1.91  tons  per  acre,  up  0.04  tons  from 
August  but  down  0.05  tons  from  1997.  Area  harvested  and  to  be  harvested  was  unchanged  from  August  at  36.4 
million  acres,  down  2  percent  from  last  year. 
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All  Wheat  Total  Supply  Up  9  Percent  from  1996-97  Marketing  Year 

FORIMMEDIATERELEASE:October  15,  1998  J      IL  i  ,  ... 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CONTACT:    Steve  Sakry  at  1-800-835-2612 

The  large  1997  wheat  crop  plus  carryover  stocks  from  the  previous  year  created  the  1997-98  marketing 
year  total  supply  of  222.8  million  bushels,  9  percent  higher  than  a  year  earlier,  but  10  percent  lower  than  the 
1995-96  marketing  year.  The  1996-97  marketing  year  total  supply  was  the  smallest  since  1974.  Total 
disposition  of  155.8  million  bushels  was  7  percent  lower  than  the  previous  marketing  year.  Ending  stocks  of 
67.0  million  bushels  were  80  percent  above  last  year  and  at  the  highest  since  1993-94  marketing  year.  Wheat 
ulization  reports  are  assembled  from  Grain  Movement  Reports  and  Grain  Market  News  by  the  Montana 
Agriculture  Statistics  Service.  Funding  was  provided  by  the  Montana  Wheat  and  Barley  Committee 

Shipments  out  of  state,  at  124.0  million  bushels,  were  down  3  percent  from  the  last  marketing  year. 
Shipments  to  the  Pacific  Northwest  totaled  100.8  million  bushels,  4  percent  lower  than  the  previous  year,  and 
accounted  for  81  percent  of  the  total  shipped  out  of  state.  Pacific  Northwest  export  destinations  accounted  for 
88.0  million  bushels,  while  Pacific  Northwest  processing  terminals  accounted  for  12.8  million  bushels. 

^  Inspected  exports  of  hard  red  winter,  hard  red  spring,  and  durum  wheat  from  Pacific  ports  were  195.5 

million  bushels,  down  7  percent  from  the  previous  year.  Montana's  recorded  share  of  those  exports  was  45 
percent,  up  two  percentage  points  from  the  1 996-97  marketing  year. 

#end# 
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Montana  Maltsters  and  Brewers  Purchased  27%  More  i^alting  Barl^  in  1997      p  f.  f  t^  f" 
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FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  October  15,  1998  ^      L^  L.I'"HJ  L.        ,^  I  L.   I    U  I  I  ^ 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CONTACT:    Steve  Sakry  at  1-800-835-2612. 

Maltsters  and  brewers  purchased  23.8  million  bushels  of  Montana's  1997  barley  crop  to  make  malt,  27 
percent  more  than  purchased  the  previous  year,  according  to  a  recent  survey  conducted  by  the  Montana 
Agricultural  Statistics  Service.  The  survey  was  requested  and  funded  by  the  Montana  Wheat  and  Barley 
Committee.  The  average  protein  of  the  1997  malting  crop  was  12.4  percent,  which  was  the  same  as  the  1996 
crop.  Last  fall's  lack  of  rain  and  frost  provided  growers  a  long  harvest  window  that  resulted  in  a  high  quality 
malt  barley  crop. 

Montana  growers  planted  1.3  million  acres  of  barley  in  1997,  unchanged  from  the  previous  year.  Of  the 
total,  about  539,000  acres  were  planted  to  malting-type  varieties  approved  by  the  American  Malting  Barley 
Association.  If  the  yield  of  malting  varieties  equaled  the  state  average  yield  per  planted  acre  for  all  barley,  then 
approximately  26.4  million  bushels  of  malting  barley  were  produced.  Since  only  23.8  million  bushels  were 
used  for  malt,  the  remaining  2.6  million  bushels  did  not  make  the  malting  grade  or  exceeded  demand  for 
maltiiig  barley.  The  1997  barley  utilized  for  malt  represented  37  percent  of  barley  production  compared  with  36 
percent  utilized  in  1996  and  32  percent  utilized  for  malt  in  1995. 

Harrington  was  the  variety  most  frequently  purchased  by  maltsters  and  brewers  and  represented  62 
percent  of  the  total  purchases.  Anheuser  Bush  varieties  were  the  second  most  commonly  purchased.  Seventy- 
six  percent  of  all  malt  barley  purchased  was  grown  in  North  Central  Montana.  Central  Montana  growers 
produced  14  percent  of  the  total. 

#end# 
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Agricultural  Prices  Received  for  October 


FOR  I^IMEDIATE  RELEASE:  November  30.  1998 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CONTACT:  Steve  Sakry  or  Peggy  Stringer  at  1-800-835-2612. 

The  Montana  winter  wheat  average  price  increased  48  cents  from  September  1998  to  $3.03  per  bushel, 
durum  wheat  increased  33  cents  to  $4.02  per  bushel,  and  spring  wheat  increased  53  cents  to  $3.50  per  bushel. 
The  all  wheat  price  for  rrud-November  averaged  $3.40  per  bushel  and  the  all  barley  price  for  mid-November 
was  $2.16.  October  feed  barley  was  up  5  cents  per  bushel  to  $1.31,  but  malt  barley  declined  22  cents  to  $2.64 
per  bushel.  The  price  for  alfalfa  hay  in  mid-November,  was  $74.00  per  ton,  unchanged  from  last  month.  The 
mid-November  other  hay  price  of  $64.00  increased  $2.00  from  October. 

Livestock  prices  for  the  full  month  of  October  were  mostly  lower.  Steer  and  heifer  prices  increased 
$4.60  to  $69.30  per  cwt.  Cows  were  down  $1.50  to  $31.40  and  the  average  price  for  calves  decreased  $1.00  to 
$75.80  per  cwt.  Sheep  prices  decreased  60  cents  to  $24.80  per  cwt  and  lambs  decreased  $2.00  to  $67.00  per 
cwt.  Milk  prices  increased  40  cents  from  last  month  to  $16.70  per  cwt.  Steer  and  heifer  prices  for  mid- 
November  averaged  $71.80  per  cwt. 

Nationally,  the  all  wheat  price  for  mid-November,  at  $2.97  per  bushel,  was  up  18  cents  from  the 
October  entire  month  price.  The  mid-November  all  bariey  price  was  $2.01  per  bushel,  up  15  cents  from 
October.  Steer  and  heifer  prices  for  mid-November  were  up  40  cents  from  October  at  $61.80  per  cwt.  Cow 
pnces  were  $29.90  and  all  hog  prices  were  $19.20  per  cwt.  Market  egg  prices  were  61.0  cents  per  dozen. 

The  All  Farm  Products  Index  of  Prices  Received  in  November  was  100  based  on  1990-92=100,  up  1 
point  (1.0  percent)  from  October.  Price  decreases  from  October  for  lettuce,  hogs,  broilers,  and  peanuts  more 
than  offset  price  increases  for  soybeans,  milk,  eggs,  and  wheat.  The  seasonal  changes  in  the  mix  of 
commodities  farmers  sell  also  affect  the  overall  index  level.  Higher  seasonal  marketings  of  cotton,  milk,  cattle, 
and  cottonseed  more  than  offset  the  relatively  lower  marketings  of  soybeans,  peanuts,  potatoes,  and  sunflowers. 
These  marketing  changes  more  than  offset  a  decrease  in  prices  and  accounted  for  the  one  point  increase  in  the 
overall  index. 

Compared  with  November  1997,  the  All  Farm  Products  Index  was  7  points  (6.5  percent)  lower.  Price 
decreases  from  November  1997  for  hogs,  com,  soybeans,  and  lettuce  more  than  offset  price  increases  for  milk, 
broilers,  oranges,  and  tomatoes. 
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Montana  Agricultural  Statistics  Surveys  Coming  in  late  December  and  early  January 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  December  8,  1998 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CONTACT:  Peggy  Stringer,  Carmen  Pennington,  or  Thomas  Chard  at 

1-800-835-2612. 

January  Milk  Production: 

The  National  Agricultural  Statistics  Service  (NASS)  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  will  be 
conducting  a  survey  to  gather  infoiTnation  on  milk  production.  The  data  collected  will  be  used  to  prepare 
reliable  State  and  National  milk  production  and  related  statistics. 

The  Montana  Agricultural  Statistics  Service  will  be  contacting  Montana  milk  producers  between 
December  28  and  January  5.    Individual  reports  are  kept  confidential.  Results  will  be  published  in  the  January 
15,  1999  Milk  Production  Report  and  are  free  to  all  farmers  and  ranchers. 

/     January  1  Sheep  Inventory: 

The  National  Agricultural  Statistics  Service  (NASS)  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  will  be 
conducting  a  survey  to  gather  information  on  sheep  inventories,  losses,  wool  production  and  value. 
Information  concerning  sheep  and  lamb  losses  is  being  collected  at  the  request  of  the  Montana  Woolgrowers 
Association.    The  data  collected  will  be  used  to  prepare  reliable  State  and  National  sheep  inventory  numbers 
and  related  statistics. 

The  Montana  Agricultural  Statistics  Service  will  be  contacting  Montana  sheep  producers  between 
December  29  and  January  13.  Individual  reports  are  kept  confidential.  Results  will  be  published  January  29, 
1999.  A  detailed  Sheep  and  Lamb  Loss  Report  will  be  released  mid-February.  The  results  of  the  Sheep  Report 
are  free  to  all  farmers  and  ranchers. 


January  1  Cattle  Inventory 

The  National  Agricultural  Statistics  Service  (NASS)  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  will  be 
conducting  a  cattle  survey  to  gather  important  information  about  Montana's  cattle  inventoiy  by  class,  calf  crop, 
death  loss,  and  breeding  stock  inventory  values.    The  data  being  collected  is  kept  confidential  and  used  to 
prepare  reliable  State  and  National  inventory  numbers  and  related  statistics. 

The  Montana  Agricultural  Statistics  Service  will  be  contacting  approximately  1,250  cattle  producers 
between  December  29,  1998  and  January  13,  1999.  The  results  of  the  survey  will  be  published  January  29,  1999 
and  are  free  to  farmers  and  ranchers.  The  results  of  the  Cattle  Report  will  be  available  in  the  Montana  Crop  and 
Livestock  Reporter  and  on  the  Internet. 

#end# 
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Upcoming  January  Equine  Survey  and  Wildlife  Damage  Survey 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  December  10,  1998 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CONTACT:  Equine  Survey:  Bo  Tumbow  or  Wildlife  Damage  Survey: 

Carmen  Pennington 

January  Equine: 

The  National  Agricultural  Statistics  Service  (NASS)  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  will  be 
conducting  an  equine  survey  to  gather  information  on  horses,  ponies,  mules,  donkeys,  and  burros.    The  data 
collected  will  be  used  to  prepare  Montana  and  National  equine  inventory  estimates  and  related  statistics. 

The  Montana  Agricultural  Statistics  Service  will  be  contacting  equine  owners  the  first  few  weeks  in 
January.    Individual  reports  are  kept  confidential.  Results  will  be  published  in  March  1999  and  are  free  to  all 
fanners  and  ranchers.  Results  will  also  be  available  on  Internet.  If  you  would  like  a  copy  of  the  report  contact 
Montana  Agricultural  Statistics  Service  at  1-800-835-2612. 


Wildlife  Damage  Survey: 

The  National  Agricultural  Statistics  Service  (NASS)  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  will  be 
conducting  a  Wildlife  Damage  Survey  for  the  Wildlife  Services  branch  of  APHIS  to  help  measure  losses  of 
livestock  and  to  ensure  that  Wildlife  Services  is  meeting  the  needs  of  producers.  Information  will  be  collected 
on  cattle,  sheep  and  goat  inventories  and  losses.  Opinions  will  also  be  asked  on  various  services  provided  by 
Wildlife  Services. 

The  Montana  Agricultural  Statistics  Service  will  be  contacting  livestock  producers  the  first  few  weeks  in 
January.  Individual  reports  are  kept  confidential.  Summarized  results  will  be  used  by  Wildlife  Services  to  help 
assess  the  needs  of  the  producers. 

#end# 
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Final  Acreage  and  Grain  Stocks  Estimates  for  1993-1997 


FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  December  23,  1998 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CONTACT:  Steve  Sakry  or  Curt  Lund  at  1-800-835-2612 

The  acreage  and  grain  stocks  estimates  were  reviewed  by  the  National  Agricultural  Statistics  Service  for  the  1993 
tlirough  1997  crop  years.  Revisions  were  made  after  a  thorough  review  of  the  original  survey  data  and  all  additional 
available  data  including  the  1997  Census  of  Agriculture.  The  Agricultural  Statistics  Board  evaluated  the  current  acreage 
with  historic  totals  to  ensure  comparability  with  past  Census  relationships.  The  estimates  are  considered  final  and  will 
not  be  revised  again.  The  revisions  were  released  on  December  18  and  are  also  available  on  the  NASS  Homepage  at 
http://www.nass.usda.gov. 

Montana's  1996  barley  planted  and  harvested  acreage  was  reduced  50,000  acres  to  1,250,000  acres  and 
1,150,000  acres,  respectively.  The  yield  remained  unchanged  at  43  bushels  per  acre  and  total  production  was  revised  to 
49.45  million  bushels.  The  1997  barley  planted  and  harvested  acreage  was  also  reduced  50,000  acres  to  1,250,000  and 
1,150,000,  respectively.  The  yield  remained  unchanged  at  53  bushels  per  acre  and  total  production  was  revised  to  60.95 
million  bushels.  The  1997  spring  wheat  planted  and  harvested  acreage  was  reduced  100,000  acres  to  4,250,000  acres  and 
4,100,000  acres,  respectively.  The  yield  remained  unchanged  at  29  bushels  per  acre  and  total  production  was  revised  to 
1 18.9  million  bushels.  The  1997  durum  wheat  planted  and  harvested  acreage  was  increased  10,000  acres  to  300,000 
acres  and  290,000  acres,  respectively.  The  yield  remained  unchanged  at  26  bushels  per  acre  and  total  production  was 
revised  to  7.54  million  bushels. 


C 


Grain  stock  revisions  for  Montana  were  made  only  for  barley.  The  September  1996  on  farm  barley  stocks  were 
reduced  by  2  million  to  40  million  bushels.  The  December  1996  on  farm  barley  stocks  were  also  reduced  by  2  million  to 
26  million  bushels.  This  reduced  both  the  September  and  December  1996  U.S.  stocks  by  the  same  amount.  No  other 
revisions  to  Montana  grain  stocks  were  made. 

For  the  U.S.  all  wheat  production  estimates  for  1997  were  revised  down  1.8  percent  and  the  1996  production  was 
revised  down  0.3  percent.  Changes  in  harvested  acres  and  yields  were  made  to  both  large  and  small  states.  The  1995 
production  was  revised  up  slightly. 

The  U.S.  barley  acreage  for  1996  was  revised  down  0.8  percent  to  7,094,000  acres  planted,  with  6,707,000  acres 
harvested,  and  a  total  production  of  392,433,000  bushels.  The  1997  U.S.  barley  estimates  were  revised  down  3.9  percent 
to  6,706,000  acres  planted,  with  6,198,000  acres  harvested,  and  a  total  production  of  359,878,000  bushels. 

The  June  1,  1998  U.S.  on  farm  barley  stocks  were  reduced  by  1  million  bushels  to  43.7  million  and  the  total  U.S. 
stocks  were  reduced  by  1  million  bushels  tol  19.233  million.  The  June  1,1998  all  wheat  stocks  remained  unchanged. 

At  the  National  level,  all  revisions  to  estimates  of  major  crops  (com,  soybeans,  and  all  wheat)  were  less  than  2 
percent.  Revisions  were  made  in  the  1993  through  1997  com  estimates.  The  1997  production  was  revised  down  1.7 
percent  with  most  of  the  decrease  being  attributed  to  the  medium  and  smaller  producing  States.  The  1996  and  1994 
production  estimates  were  revised  down  0.7  percent  and  0.5  percent,  respectively.  The  1995  production  was  revised  up 
0.4  percent.  As  was  the  case  with  1997,  most  of  the  revisions  were  made  in  the  smaller  producing  states.  The  1993 
production  was  revised  up  fractionally. 
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USDA  Honors  Montana  Department  of  Agriculture  Employee  with  Cooperator  of  the  Year  Award 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  December  23,  1998 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CONTACT:  Curt  Lund  or  Ron  Schumacher  at  1-800-835-2612. 

Ron  Schumacher,  a  Montana  Department  of  Agriculture  (MDA)  employee,  was  one  of  five  people 
nationwide  to  be  honored  with  a  Cooperator  Employee  of  the  Year  Award.  Ron  was  recognized  for  outstanding 
contributions  and  dedicated  service  to  the  USDA-National  Agricultural  Statistics  Service  (NASS).  The 
Cooperator  Employee  of  the  Year  Award  is  used  to  recognize  the  special  working  relationships  between  NASS 
offices  and  cooperators  such  as  the  State  Departments  of  Agriculture,  universities,  and  other  cooperating 
organizations.  It  is  the  highest  award  given  to  non-NASS  employees  for  their  contributions  and 
accomplishments  in  support  of  NASS  programs. 

Ron  has  been  an  employee  of  the  Montana  Department  of  Agriculture  serving  on  assignment  to  NASS 
for  26  years.  During  his  service  as  a  Computer  Programmer/Analyst  for  NASS,  Ron  has  consistently 
demonstrated  his  commitment  to  his  work  by  developing  highly  innovative  computer  systems  for  both  the 
Montana  Agricultural  Statistics  Service  and  other  NASS  offices  throughout  the  nation. 

Ron  was  presented  his  award  in  an  "Awards  for  Excellence  Ceremony"  at  the  USDA  Headquarters  in 
Washington,  D.C.  on  December  17,  1998. 

#end# 
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Agricultural  Prices  Received  for  November 


FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  December  30,  1998 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CONTACT:  Thomas  Chard  at  1-800-835-2612. 

The  Montana  winter  wheat  average  price  increased  6  cents  from  October  1998  to  $3.09  per  bushel,  but 
durum  wheat  decreased  26  cents  to  $3.76  per  bushel,  and  spring  wheat  decreased  5  cents  to  $3.45  per  bushel. 
Feed  barley  was  up  5  cents  per  bushel  to  $1.36,  and  malt  barley  rose  28  cents  to  $2.92  per  bushel. 

The  mid-December  price  for  alfalfa  hay  was  $70.00  per  ton,  down  $4.00  from  last  month,  and  the  other 
hay  price  of  $61.00  decreased  $1.00  from  November.  The  mid-month  winter  wheat  price  averaged  $2.90  per 
bushel,  spring  wheat  was  $3.50,  feed  bai'ley  price  was  $1.35,  and  malt  barley  $2.80. 

Livestock  prices  for  the  full  month  of  November  were  mixed.  Steer  and  heifer  prices  increased  $1.70  to 
$71.00  per  cwt.  Cows  were  down  $1.30  to  $30.10,  but  the  average  price  for  calves  increased  60  cents  to  $76.40 
per  cwt.  Sheep  prices  increased  70  cents  to  $25.50  per  cwt  and  lambs  increased  $1.60  to  $68.60  per  cwt.  Milk 
prices  increased  30  cents  from  last  month  to  $17.00  per  cwt.  Steer  and  heifer  prices  for  mid-December  averaged 
$72.00  per  cwt. 

The  U.S.  average  price  for  all  wheat  was  $2.97  per  bushel  for  the  entire  month  of  November,  up  18  cents 
kfrom  October.  The  all  barley  price  was  $2.02,  up  16  cents  from  the  previous  month.  Steer  and  heifer  prices  for 
the  U.S.  were  up  90  cents  to  $62.30  per  cwt. 

The  U.S.  mid-December  all  wheat  price  was  $2.90  and  all  barley  was  $1.96  per  bushel;  steer  and  heifer 
prices  were  $59.40,  cow  prices  were  $29.70,  and  all  hog  prices  were  $14.70  per  cwt;  market  egg  prices  were  63 
cents  per  dozen. 

The  All  Farm  Products  Index  of  Prices  Received  in  December  was  98  based  on  1990-92=100,  down  2 
points  (2.0  percent)  from  November.  Price  decreases  from  November  for  cattle,  hogs,  broilers,  and  soybeans 
more  than  offset  price  increases  for  eggs,  milk,  tomatoes,  and  com.  The  seasonal  changes  in  the  mix  of 
commodities  farmers  sell  also  affect  the  overall  index  level,  however,  these  changes  were  essentially  offsetting 
in  December. 

Compared  with  December  1997,  the  All  Farm  Products  Index  was  7  points  (6.7  percent)  lower.  Price 
decreases  from  December  1997  for  hogs,  cattle,  com,  and  soybeans  more  than  offset  price  increases  for  milk, 
broilers,  oranges,  and  tomatoes. 
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